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News from the Administration
Four Hours of Homework.
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Many times parents have heard or even experienced this phenomenon of schools giving
children tons of homework which often takes 2 to 4 hours to complete. | wonder if this
exercise is developing a love of learning for the child. Is the child actually learning or
just repeating what has already been learned and just regurgitating more of the same?
The entire point of learning is to become a lover of the process of gaining knowledge, to
be passionate about what we are engaged in and become self motivated to continue in
the quest for more knowledge, not for a grade or to turn in worksheets, but because of
the pure love of learning. We have become so programmed that this concept seems
idealistic, a fantasy and not the real world.

Well how did a company like Google get started? By a couple of young adults who loved
the process of developing their search engine. They loved it! They worked/played for
long hours each day because it was so fun and exhilarating to persist in learning how to
make it better. They created their company like education should be for students. Not a
grudging task but a journey, a wonderful, exciting journey. This is what a Montessori
education is all about. This is what Summit is all about. We are creating lovers of the
learning process, to help the students become passionate about what they are engaged
in, and excited to share that knowledge with others. Not for a grade, or some other
external reward but driven by an internal motivation to learn, grow and share.

We wish to thank all the amazing speakers for the first parent education night, Ms.
Norma, Ms. Crystal, Ms. Angela, and Mr. Sesame and for all the parents who came to
learn about this wonderful, educational journey. The speakers were very informative
and the videos of the children were priceless.

A big thank you goes out to the PTA Board and PTA Members who volunteered to make
the Fall Fair a tremendous success. Summit is so grateful and fortunate to have such
incredible parents and families.

We wish also to thank all the many volunteers (whose pictures and names will be seen
later in this newsletter) who have been diligently working around Summit’s campus.
Special thanks to Kelle Enriquez and the families that helped to make our 1% PB&J Event
of the year a big success. We would also like to thank Genesis Grays’s family- Christina
Gray and Genesis’ grandfather, Phil Schnorr with Dixie Metal, for providing our gate that
allows us access to Grandview for events such as parking for Fall Fair and expanding our
PB & J Jam. The education of children does take a village and Summit has a wonderful
village.

Please, if you have not already done so, join the PTA to support all they do for the
school. It only takes $35.00 to join and every membership makes a difference.

Gratefully,

Drs. John & Susan Mike
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Fall Fair &
Halloween Parade

Many costumes were worn for the
Halloween Parade at the Fall Fair on
October 18, 2008 at Summit.

Classroom News School Newsletter
Ms. Jo, Ms. April and Ms. Johanna

The month of October has been busy and full of fun! The children have been learning their colors and
the beginning sound of their names. The children are adjusting and love the new setup of the
classroom. They have been practicing their lessons on the tables and rugs, while other friends watch
or work beside them on another lesson. We are introducing shapes, you may have heard about
“Sandy the Square” and “Suzy the Circle” In honor of the fall and Halloween Seasons, we have
painted masks, learned about the life of a pumpkin in the movie “Pumpkin Circle” and will be carving
a Jack-o'-Lantern. Sometimes we listen to “spooky” sounds while working on lessons. The children are
learning to recite a short poem about five little pumpkins and will be bringing home a piece of
artwork that will help you learn it too. The Fall Fair was a blast and we are happy that some of our
children were able to see Ms Jo. We look forward to her visiting the classroom before her return.

Ms. Norma and Ms. Irene

In the month of October, Ms. Norma and Ms.
Irene’s class are working on counting from 1-
20, and recognizing numbers from 1-10. We
are singing and learning new songs all the
time. In the month of November we will
practice our phonics. The class is going to
have a Halloween lunch and paint a Jack-0'-
Lantern.

We would like to thank Andrew's P's family
and Ms. Jayne for making our garden so
beautiful!! Our Haiti relief drive went well.
Thank you to all the families that made this
possible. Shola, Alex's mom was head of this
wonderful drive - Thank you Shola. Thank
you to our room moms for all you are doing!!

Ms. Cindy and Ms. Nena

Happy Halloween to all. We had a most
enjoyable day doing crafts and a treasure
hunt with the children today. Thank you to
all our volunteers and to our homeroom
moms for arranging all the craft items. This

all. We would like to thank the Winkel
family for our water cooler - the children
are very happy having cold, filtered water
on tap in the classroom. Next month we will
be celebrating Thanksgiving - please look out

month Kira (3), Juliana (3), and Harry (6) for information via email and in Friday
celebrated their birthday. Happy Birthday to  Folders.

Ms. Crystal and Ms. Elsa

This month the prepared environment abounds with seasonal activities which are attractive
and interesting to the children. These activities encourage them to continue to build eye-
hand coordination, concentration, manual dexterity, and self reliance. As we have grown
together and continue to grow as a classroom community, | am proud to announce that the
classroom as a whole has reached normalization. The children have settled into a routine and
are independently and productively meeting the expectations of the classroom. Community:
In honor of the Fall Harvest Season we had our first cooking experience; we made Apple
Sauce. The children had the opportunity to wash, cut, slice, and smash apples. Many of them
enjoyed the finished product with servings of seconds and even thirds! Academics: Pre-
reading, writing, and math concepts are being introduced in individual and group lessons at a
pace which is developmentally appropriate for each child. This month, the afternoon
curriculum for the 4, 5, and 6 year olds is enhanced with advanced lessons in different
subject areas: History of the Pumpkin (History) The Human Skeletal System (Biological
Science) Sink or Float (Physical Science) and South America (Cultural Geography). Thank You:
I would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to all of the parents for your participation in
the teacher luncheon, and those who were able to make it to the Parent Ed night. A special
thanks is in order to the Winkel family and the Scheidt family for their generous contributions
to the classroom. | wish all of you a Happy and Healthy Harvest Season.

Ms. Lourdes and Ms. Mireily

The tears are gone, and the kids are by now settled and used to the classroom routines. They
are all so eager to learn and try new lessons. We have enjoyed seeing the family photos that
you have sent in. Your children are very proud to share with their class the members of their
family. The photos are up on the wall for the remainder of the school year, if you have not yet
sent in your photo please do, the kids love seeing their family photos on the walls. We are
about to begin using china plates at lunchtime which your children will be washing. They are so
proud and excited that they will be washing their own dishes! We have been watching very
closely our class pet, Kermit, the Hermit crab, he appears to be ready to change shells yet
seems very particular about which shell to move to. We hope he chooses one of the many shells
he has to choose from in his tank. We have a large pumpkin in our class donated to us by your
contributions to the class. We will be carving it next week as we prepare for the Class Harvest
Party. Our class would like to thank our generous Room-Moms who have been busy
making plans for our Harvest Party and our enormous pumpkin which we look forward to
turning into a Jack-o'-Lantern. We would also like to thank our wonderful mothers who have
dropped in to share lunch and a story with us. Our friends love the company.
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Ms. Jan and Ms. Jade

Special thanks to our Parent Volunteers:

snacks!

Ms. Angela and Ms. Deirdre

Wow, the school year is flying by at an alarming rate. October has been a busy month. so
here are the cliff notes; 1. Lizzie passed away and one of the students brought us in a
Striped Leopard Gecko. No name as of yet but stay tuned for details. 2. We went to see The
Boy Who Cried Wolf at Mizner. 3. Author’s Corner is still going strong - you would not believe
some of the topics that your children have chosen to study. Would you believe, Russia,
Earthquakes, and even The Holocaust. Amazing! 4. Famous Person Research has been
exciting too. The students really seem to be enjoying the project. | can’t wait to see their
costumes at the Halloween Luncheon. 5. Mock Election Day was on Thursday, October 30%.
Details forthcoming, shortly. 6. T.0.M. Our new acronym for Teacher of the Morning. Yes,
you heard correct. Every Thursday morning, a student will lead the community meeting, Show
N’ Tell and maintain class order until 11:30. | know what you are thinking and we have
created some rules and guidelines to assist the students. I’ll let you know how it goes.

Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Stephanie

This last month in our classroom has been full
of work, lessons, specials and a few new
arrivals. Thanks to Genesis and his family, we
have 3 fire-bellied toads. The class learned
the election process by nominating names,
having primaries and finally voting for their
favorite name. The elected names of the
toads are Lily, Swimmy, and Dark Knight. We
also are happy to welcome Isabella Andrews,
a 3™ grader, to our classroom. She has only
been here a few weeks, but is already fitting
in quite well. We recently went to Mizner
Park and watched the play “The Boy Who
Cried Wolf.” It was interesting to see as

Ms. Ann, Ms. Maria and
Ms. Victoria

there were only 4 actors, each playing various
roles. The students were excited to learn the
Laws of the Universe lesson about the
formation of the universe. They are looking
forward to learning about how the Earth went
from a hot rock to what we see today. The
students have also begun participating in The
Great Mail Race, where we try to send a letter
to a Montessori school in each of the 50 states
and hope to get a response from them. We are
keeping track on our USA map of where we
send the letters and how many responses we
get. The race is on!

Happy Halloween everyone! We thank
everyone for your efforts in putting together
such a lovely Fall Fair. We've had a busy
month. Arthur Rosenfeld came to read the
first portion of his new novel to the class.
The children are always thrilled to see
Arthur and we thank him for his appearance.
In conjunction with our study of China, the
children made their very own terra cotta
warriors . We now have a silent army that
rivals that of Qin Shihuang, the first emperor
of China. The children also created self
portraits and had great fun identifying each
other. We have begun to study the Needs of
Man which the children seem to be
enjoying. We are also having wonderful
political discussions so that the children will
be able to make an informed decision when
they cast their ballots on November 4th. We
have now held three debates with our
children taking the parts of Obama and
McCain. We will let you know the outcome
of our election next month.

Kathi Grace-- room mother Flory Schwarz, Karen
Lampert, Robin Delisser, Telisha Cabral-- crafts, and all parents for the nutritious, delicious

After School
Enrichment Continugs!

Hello Everyone!

There has been a lot of activity
after school - cheers, stunts,
tumbling, golf swings, karate
kicks, plies, collages, sculptures,
singing, tapping, bowing,
stretching and scoring goals! So to
keep that activity going let us
know that you would like your
child to continue in their After
School Enrichment classes or you
would like to sign your child up for
something new! Ballet, Hip Hop,
Tap/Jazz and Private Music
lessons will continue as they are
(being 12 weeks long) and the
Soccer season continues until
November 22", but for the rest of
our great classes we need you to
contact Bari and make your
payment for the next 8 weeks.

Watch your emails or Friday
Folders for all of the details! The
next session starts the week of
November 10.

PTA News:

Thank you all for signing up at the
booths at Fall Fair for future
events. We will be in touch with
you shortly. Thank you all for
your support and we hope a great
time was had by all.

2008 events:

11/19  Summit Thanksgiving
Feast: 11am-1pm

11/19  Youth Activities Center
Thanksgiving Feast:
3:00pm-5:30pm

12/1-5 Book Fair (evening

hours December 2, 3,
and 4)

Have you joined PTA yet? Call
Evelyn (561) 367-1270 or Robin
(754) 246-3954
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Our Summit Soccer Players are looking
great out on the field! The 4 and 5 year
old teams are really starting to go after
the ball and SCORE! The 6 and 7 year old
team is doing an awesome job, too! They
are spreading out, passing the ball and
scoring goals! The games are a blast to
watch, so if you want to come out and
support the Summit Soccer players, you
can find them at the YMCA on Saturday
mornings. Soccer starts at 8:30 am with the
4-5 year olds and then at 9:30 am for the
6+ year olds.

Summit Private
School

A Montessori Environment
3881 N.W. 3rd Ave.
Boca Raton, Florida 33431
(561) 338-5020

We’re on the Web!
www.summitschools.com

Mr. Sesame and Ms. Julia

October has been an exciting month for us here in the Upper Elementary. We had our first field
trip of the year and it was a great success. On October 14th, our class visited the Boca Raton
Library on Spanish River. The facilities were amazing, and our class enjoyed working with the
computers there in the computer lab. According to students, the best memories are of "going
upstairs and looking at the view, doing research on animals with my friends, and eating lunch
outside near the lake". Thanks to Ms. Ana, Ms. Terrie, Ms. Wendy, Ms. Kim, and Mr. Lawrence for
helping with transportation and special thanks to Ms. Susan and Ms. Terrie for their help
organizing the trip. Thanks to Jacob and Jordan as well for their event report. In the classroom,
we have begun implementing our community service programs here at the school and our
students have enjoyed going into different classrooms on campus and providing services in those
communities. We have also been continuing our study of the Earth, focusing on the reason for
our seasons and why there are different temperature zones on our planet. In science, we are
also studying the Vital Function of Animals and preparing our Animal Research presentations.
This month, we have also been granted our countries to represent at this year's Montessori Model
U.N. in New York. We will be representing the two Pacific island nations of Japan, and the
Philippines. We are so excited to learn more about these two countries. Finally, we are
preparing for our second field trip of this month. Oct. 31, Halloween, we are planning to visit
FAU's Physics Fair, to learn a little more about physics and enjoy the scientific presentations,
including a much-anticipated pumpkin drop.

Specials Corner
Garden and Library - Ms. Jayne

GARDEN: We are more than two months into the school year and are busy planting flowers, herbs
and vegetables. Of particular interest is the lavender with its beautiful fragrance. It is in several of
the gardens and about a dozen kids have told me that it is supposed to bring good luck!! If the
plants thrive, perhaps we can make potpourri. The children are so excited about their class gardens
- they are patiently waiting for their seeds to sprout and the young plants to grow! Thanks to
Summit parents, the gardens look wonderful. So many of you have been generous with your time,
effort and energy. A tremendous thank you goes to Mauricio Smith, Ron Pearl and Jason & Lisa
Pelish for their help with three very “big jobs”. Take a walk around the campus. You won’t believe
what talented gardeners your children are. As always, all suggestions and volunteers are greatly
appreciated: we especially need frequent help watering the gardens. LIBRARY: The kids are doing
so well using our library. Our wall is almost covered with all the stars they have signed after
reading their books, Thank you parents for reading with your children and helping them to
remember to return their book on or before the date stamped (on the white card in the book
pocket). As in past years, beginning November lst we will start charging our “library fines”. This is
a 10 cent a day fee for books that are overdue. The lower elementary has been enjoying “My
Father’s Dragon”, a classic “chapter book” by Ruth Stiles Garnett. It is the story of the childhood
adventures of a young boy’s Dad on Wild Island in search of a young dragon. The kids have been
following his journey by charting and coloring on a map Xeroxed from the book. They work on
clipboards while | read to them. Ask your child about the island of Tangerina! Did you know that
parents can check out library books? We have many books and videos for adults that you may find
interesting. We hope that you will come in to look around. Finally, many thanks to the many
families that have donated books to the library. A big thank you to Misa and Jun Y. for cutting out

all those shooting stars for us!
Art - Ms. Rachael

We enjoyed our drawing unit. The children had the chance to try out a variety of drawing
techniques and styles. They drew from their imaginations, from magazine pictures and from real
life. They had fun with scribbling warm ups and blind contour drawing. Blind contour drawing is
looking at an object and drawing it without looking at the paper. We had many laughs from how
the pictures turned out. The elementary students had the chance to use jewelry loupes to view
their hands, fingernails, shoes and my dead bug collection* (preserved in bug boxes) up close.
Many of the children drew the bugs they viewed with the loupes. Some students added dramatic
details to their bug drawing. You can read more about the loupes online at a website called
ThePrivateEye.com. (I don’t get a commission). Elementary students are now working on collages.
If you have any interesting materials or items for collage, please send them in. Kindergarteners are
now enjoying sculpture. They are having fun creating 3 dimensional objects. Please send in paper
towel and toilet paper tubes. Thank you for all the art room donations. Please see Ms. Rachael or
write a note if you have any materials to donate. *Please note: No bugs were harmed for this
project. Only already-dead bugs were collected.

Music - Ms. Xiomara

As time is ticking, we are about six weeks away from our Holiday Program. The children are busy
practicing their lines and their music to prepare for the big event which will take place on
December 12. Please continue to encourage your children to practice, practice, practice, and the
end result will be wonderful!

N.B. Contributions for the Summit Newsletter can be sent to msxiomara@summitschools.com
Any financial questions can be addressed with Bari Schwartz. (561) 338-5020



