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News from the Administration
Four Hours of Homework.

Many times parents have heard or even experienced this phenomenon of schools giving
children tons of homework which often takes 2 to 4 hours to complete. | wonder if this
exercise is developing a love of learning for the child. Is the child actually learning or
just repeating what has already been learned and just regurgitating more of the same?
The entire point of learning is to become a lover of the process of gaining knowledge, to
be passionate about what we are engaged in and become self motivated to continue in
the quest for more knowledge, not for a grade or to turn in worksheets, but because of
the pure love of learning. We have become so programmed that this concept seems
idealistic, a fantasy and not the real world.

Well how did a company like Google get started? By a couple of young adults who loved
the process of developing their search engine. They loved it! They worked/played for
long hours each day because it was so fun and exhilarating to persist in learning how to
make it better. They created their company like education should be for students. Not a
grudging task but a journey, a wonderful, exciting journey. This is what a Montessori
education is all about. This is what Summit is all about. We are creating lovers of the
learning process, to help the students become passionate about what they are engaged
in, and excited to share that knowledge with others. Not for a grade, or some other
external reward but driven by an internal motivation to learn, grow and share.

We wish to thank all the amazing speakers for the first parent education night, Ms.
Norma, Ms. Crystal, Ms. Angela, and Mr. Sesame and for all the parents who came to
learn about this wonderful, educational journey. The speakers were very informative
and the videos of the children were priceless.

A big thank you goes out to the PTA Board and PTA Members who volunteered to make
the Fall Fair a tremendous success. Summit is so grateful and fortunate to have such
incredible parents and families.

We wish also to thank all the many volunteers (whose pictures and names will be seen
later in this newsletter) who have been diligently working around Summités campus.
Special thanks to Kelle Enriquez and the families that helped to make our 1% PB&J Event
of the year a big success. We would also like to thank Genesis Graysfs family- Christina
Gray and Genesisf grandfather, Phil Schnorr with Dixie Metal, for providing our gate that
allows us access to Grandview for events such as parking for Fall Fair and expanding our
PB & J Jam. The education of children does take a village and Summit has a wonderful
village.

Please, if you have not already done so, join the PTA to support all they do for the
school. It only takes $35.00 to join and every membership makes a difference.

Gratefully,

Drs. John & Susan Mike
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Fall Fair &
Halloween Parade

Many costumes were worn for the
Halloween Parade at the Fall Fair on
October 18, 2008 at Summit.

Classroom News School Newsletter

Ms. Jo, Ms. April and Ms. Johanna

The month of October has been busy and full of fun! The children have been learning their colors and
the beginning sound of their names. The children are adjusting and love the new setup of the
classroom. They have been practicing their lessons on the tables and rugs, while other friends watch
or work beside them on another lesson. We are introducing shapes, you may have heard about
0Sandy the Squared and 0Suzy the Circle6 In honor of the fall and Halloween Seasons, we have
painted masks, learned about the life of a pumpkin in the movie 0Pumpkin Circled and will be carving
a Jack-o'-Lantern. Sometimes we listen to 0spooky6 sounds while working on lessons. The children are
learning to recite a short poem about five little pumpkins and will be bringing home a piece of
artwork that will help you learn it too. The Fall Fair was a blast and we are happy that some of our
children were able to see Ms Jo. We look forward to her visiting the classroom before her return.

Ms. Norma and Ms. Irene

In the month of October, Ms. Norma and Ms.
Irene's class are working on counting from 1-
20, and recognizing numbers from 1-10. We
are singing and learning new songs all the
time. In the month of November we will
practice our phonics. The class is going to
have a Halloween lunch and paint a Jack-0'-
Lantern.

We would like to thank Andrew's P's family
and Ms. Jayne for making our garden so
beautiful!! Our Haiti relief drive went well.
Thank you to all the families that made this
possible. Shola, Alex's mom was head of this
wonderful drive - Thank you Shola. Thank
you to our room moms for all you are doing!!

Ms. Cindy and Ms. Nena

Happy Halloween to all. We had a most
enjoyable day doing crafts and a treasure
hunt with the children today. Thank you to
all our volunteers and to our homeroom
moms for arranging all the craft items. This
month Kira (3), Juliana (3), and Harry (6)
celebrated their birthday. Happy Birthday to

all. We would like to thank the Winkel
family for our water cooler - the children
are very happy having cold, filtered water
on tap in the classroom. Next month we will
be celebrating Thanksgiving - please look out
for information via email and in Friday
Folders.

Ms. Crystal and Ms. Elsa

This month the prepared environment abounds with seasonal activities which are attractive
and interesting to the children. These activities encourage them to continue to build eye-
hand coordination, concentration, manual dexterity, and self reliance. As we have grown
together and continue to grow as a classroom community, | am proud to announce that the
classroom as a whole has reached normalization. The children have settled into a routine and
are independently and productively meeting the expectations of the classroom. Community:
In honor of the Fall Harvest Season we had our first cooking experience; we made Apple
Sauce. The children had the opportunity to wash, cut, slice, and smash apples. Many of them
enjoyed the finished product with servings of seconds and even thirds! Academics: Pre-
reading, writing, and math concepts are being introduced in individual and group lessons at a
pace which is developmentally appropriate for each child. This month, the afternoon
curriculum for the 4, 5, and 6 year olds is enhanced with advanced lessons in different
subject areas: History of the Pumpkin (History) The Human Skeletal System (Biological
Science) Sink or Float (Physical Science) and South America (Cultural Geography). Thank You:
I would like to extend a heartfelt 0Thank Youo to all of the parents for your participation in
the teacher luncheon, and those who were able to make it to the Parent Ed night. A special
thanks is in order to the Winkel family and the Scheidt family for their generous contributions
to the classroom. | wish all of you a Happy and Healthy Harvest Season.

Ms. Lourdes and Ms. Mireily

The tears are gone, and the kids are by now settled and used to the classroom routines. They
are all so eager to learn and try new lessons. We have enjoyed seeing the family photos that
you have sent in. Your children are very proud to share with their class the members of their
family. The photos are up on the wall for the remainder of the school year, if you have not yet
sent in your photo please do, the kids love seeing their family photos on the walls. We are
about to begin using china plates at lunchtime which your children will be washing. They are so
proud and excited that they will be washing their own dishes! We have been watching very
closely our class pet, Kermit, the Hermit crab, he appears to be ready to change shells yet
seems very particular about which shell to move to. We hope he chooses one of the many shells
he has to choose from in his tank. We have a large pumpkin in our class donated to us by your
contributions to the class. We will be carving it next week as we prepare for the Class Harvest
Party. Our class would like to thank our generous Room-Moms who have been busy
making plans for our Harvest Party and our enormous pumpkin which we look forward to
turning into a Jack-o'-Lantern. We would also like to thank our wonderful mothers who have
dropped in to share lunch and a story with us. Our friends love the company.



