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It is hard to believe that we are at the end of January in the 2008-09 school year. We have 
had an amazing first half of the year. As we enter the New Year, there have been many 
events to reflect on and we feel the need to express our gratitude toward those who have 
made those events possible; including Summit’s teachers, assistants, after school staff, 
administrators, specials teachers, our students and especially our families. Looking back on 
this school year, let us reflect on a historic first time event that took place in America.  
 
During his inauguration speech to the United States and the World, President Obama stated, 
“What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility — a recognition, on the part of 
every American, that we have duties to ourselves, our nation and the world, duties that we 
do not grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the knowledge that there is nothing 
so satisfying to the spirit, so defining of our character, than giving our all to a difficult task.” 
 
Whether you were for President Obama or not, the above paragraph defines the call Summit 
has answered by the many acts of service our students, staff and parents have performed. 
Locally, we have committed to serving the Youth Activity Center. Through student-driven 
service projects, we provide 300+ sandwiches each month, thanks to a joint service effort 
with students of Grandview Preparatory School and the Goss Family Foundation. 
  
This past November, our elementary students eagerly served food from our school-wide 
Thanksgiving Feast to students and staff from the YAC.  After the meal, our children all 
joined together to enjoy sports and games, crafts & an ongoing dance party.  It was a 
wonderful heartfelt exchange of food and fun for all who attended. 
 
In February, we will be hosting our 2nd Annual Heart-to-Heart Giving Party at the YAC 
facility.  This event may also host a very special guest from the Mayor’s office. This is a 
Valentine’s Day party where we provide a new book for each child, healthy snacks, arts and 
crafts, dancing, sports and games and gently used books for siblings and/or the YAC library.  
Our elementary students, parents and staff volunteer to make this event a service success.   
 
These student-focused service projects give children the opportunity to serve another child 
their age and to develop empathy, appreciation and respect for all members of their 
community.  It touches their inner need to help others, develop compassion, build their 
character, and to gain knowledge that they can make a positive difference in the world.  As 
one of our 1st grade students expressed it so sincerely after our Thanksgiving Feast, “This 
was the best after care day ever!  Can we do this again?” 
 
Summit will be entering another exciting area of development as we unite with many other 
Montessori schools around the world in the Montessori Model UN. This will be an incredible 
experience for them to learn about the consultative process, problem solving and develop an 
appreciation for the complex challenges facing the world. They will also be developing even 
more complex thinking patterns guided by compassion to solve these challenges. 
 
Our mission at Summit goes way beyond the academic education of a child. One of our goals 
is to create an environment that allows the inner gifts of these incredible, amazing children 
to unfold so that all of humanity may benefit from their unfoldment. Why are your children 
in this world at this particular time? Only their passion can answer that question and our role 
is to create environments that stimulate their minds to allow this passion to be discovered. 
True education is about helping students discover and follow their passion. Your children 
have been truly gifted and it is our honor to nurture their hearts and be amazed by their 
incredible minds. We are blessed to have them at our school.  
 
Sincerely, 
Drs. John and Susan Mike 

Building Character & Finding Our Passion 
 

 

 

Contents 
Administrative News 1 
Upcoming Events  1 
Toddler News  2 
Pre-Primary News  2-3 
Lower Elementary News 3 
Trip to Boomers  3 
PTA News  3 
Upper Elementary News 4 
Specials Corner  4 

 

 

   

 

Dr. John Mike, Headmaster   Megan Pflueger, Assistant Head 
Dr. Susan Mike, Vice Head   Karen Grogan, Admin. Assistant  
Bari Schwartz, Business Administrator   Xiomara Orue, Editor 

 

Upcoming Events  
♦  2/3: Parent Education 

Night Topic: Language 
6:30-8:30 pm 

♦  2/7: Winter Fest 

♦  2/10-12: Individual 
Pictures-New Students 

♦  2/11: Sandwich Jam 
3:05-4:00 pm 

♦  2/13: Heart to Heart 
Giving Party with YAC 
3:30-5:00 pm 

♦  2/13: PJ Party 
Fundraiser; Pre-primary 
5-9 pm  

♦  2/14: Afternoon of Art; 
MMUN Fundraiser at the 
Willens  Residence  

♦  2/16: President’s Day 
SCHOOL CLOSED  

♦  2/18-20: Class Photos 

♦  2/25: AMS Teacher 
Conference-12pm 
dismissal 

♦  2/26-27: AMS 
Conference-Classroom 
closed 

♦  3/24: Parent Ed. Night 
Topic: Cultural 6:30-
8:30 pm 
 

 

 

 
These Upper Elementary 
students are working on 

Art that will be auctioned 
at the Afternoon of Art. 



Happy New Year!  We are off to a great start and Ms. Jo is really glad to be back with the class.  The 
children are busy with lessons, singing and gardening.   We enjoyed seeing a lot of you at Parent's 
Night.   A hearty welcome goes out to our new class members Brittany Berlin, Ava Palacios and Bradley 
Sussman.  Aaron Schott turned 3 on January 18.  Happy Birthday! 

 

Ms. Jo, Ms. April and Ms. Johanna 

 
 
 

 

Ms. Norma and Ms. Irene   
It is incredible how quickly the month of January has passed.  We had a month of re-adaptation and 
getting back into our routines, everything feels peaceful and harmonious in our classroom.  We had 
the opportunity to review, and now we are ready to return to a period of learning.  The new lessons 
are more advanced and will be a good challenge for the students.  In February, we will be working 
with colors, forms, hours on the clock, table manners at lunch time, and our beautiful garden.  We are 
looking forward to beautifying our garden and planning picnics in the spring months.  Volunteers for 
our garden are always welcome.  We hope you have a Happy Valentine’s Day!   

Ms. Cindy and Ms. Nena 
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Ms. Crystal and Ms. Jennifer 

 
Toddlers 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Ms. Jo’s class here in the Garden. 

 

 
Ms. Jo is playing guitar and 
singing with her students. 

 
 

 
 

Ms. April is pledging allegiance to 
our Flag with the class. 

 
 

ART PROJECTS 

 
 

 
 

Happy New Year to all.  Everyone is back into their routines after the winter break.  I would like to 
thank Ms. Nena and Ms. Mary for taking good care of our classroom while I was overseas visiting my 
family.  We hosted our annual parents evening last week.  It was great to see the children take such 
pride in their accomplishments and work as they showed their parents various lessons.  During the 
month of February we will be celebrating Valentine’s Day – please watch your emails and folders for 
information regarding this day.  On a final note we would like to extend a big Thank you to our class 
parents for the wonderful Teachers Luncheon.  A special thanks to Claire and Jill for putting it all 
together. 

 

Ms. Lourdes and Ms. Jessica 
We hope you have had a chance to see the fantastic school calendars the Kantor family 
 (Molly’s parents) designed and printed for our teacher fund. The calendar includes a photograph of each 
class in the school representing a month. Our class is representing the month of April. The Kantors have 
very generously offered this service to the teachers at 100% profit. The full proceeds of the sale of the 
calendar will be contributed to the annual AMS conference trip the lead teachers take every year. We are 
very grateful to the Kantors, Scott and Crystal Doyle for all their hard work on this project! 
Please welcome our new Teacher Assistant Miss. Jessica! She has made a very smooth transition to our 
class. We feel very fortunate to have found such a kind, loving, and efficient support for our class. The 
children are excited about the art projects we will be doing with the assistance of Miss. Jessica! 
We are counting down the days until the 100th day of school. On the 100th day of school, each child should 
bring in 100 coins of the same denomination to school (100 pennies, nickels, dimes, or quarters) .We will 
count the coins, and then we will send our money to a school in Belize which we have a friendship with. 
The kids are very excited about the 100th day of school since they have been counting their shells since the 
first day of school. N.B. Since this Newsletter did not go out until the 6th of February, we are able to
include the amount that was collected - $192.08.  Thanks to all for your participation. 

I can't believe that January is already over, with holiday break, MLK day and Parent Ed night (classroom 
visit) this month has flown by. All of the students were very excited to get back to routine. It looks like 
they missed the Montessori work over the holiday break. January gave us a lot of opportunities to enrich 
children's vocabulary with "Winter" words, including weather, cold, snow, freezing, jacket, hat, mittens, 
etc. It was a perfect time for some ice experiments. All of the children had a lot of fun doing them! 
Also, the winter came into our classroom through activities such as matching and gluing winter pictures, 
sorting and counting snowmen and snow flakes, and reading exciting winter stories. The students love 
them.  We are looking forward to February, which will be a busy month too. On Friday Feb. 6th we will 
be celebrating the 100th day of school.  The Valentine's Day itself will give us opportunities to talk
about love and heart, to learn new colors and words, and bring new ideas for craft and sensorial work 
.We are going to practice showing love and respect to each other. There are a lot of children's stories of 
love and I am sure the students would love to hear them.  
 
VALENTINE'S DAY: On Friday, February 13 we will be having a small Valentine's celebration for the 
children only. The children may bring in homemade or store bought cards - please avoid sending candy - 
with only their name on each. It makes it easier to pass them out this way. We will be doing some
special activities / crafts as well.  Depending on the weather, I would also like to extend a lunch
invitation to parents to come and have lunch with your child on that day. We will provide more
information as the date grows near. Thank you all again for all of your continued support!  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Trip to Boomers! 

 
Caitlyn, Ms. Xiomara, Alexandra and 

Martina. 
 

 
Mr. Patels, Alexandra and Martina 

 
Caitlyn, Lindsay, Martina, Mr. Patels, Ms. 

Xiomara. 

  

 
Martina blasting Ms. Xiomara. 

 

Students of the Instrumental 
program got together on Sunday, 
January 11, 2009 to have some 

fun.  These students are involved 
in Orchestra, String Ensemble and 
Band.  They practice hard and give 
great performances throughout the 

school year.  Getting together at 
Boomers was one way their 

parents and Ms. Xiomara said 
“Thank you for going the extra 

mile.”   Thanks to Pilar, Martina’s 
mom for the great photos! 

 
 

Have you joined PTA yet?  
It is not too late! 

Every membership counts! 
Call Evelyn (561) 367-1270 or  

Robin (754) 246-3954 
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January has flown by!  The 2nd and 3rd graders presented their animal research to the class 
recently.  We saw dioramas of jaguars, flying fish, pandas and Chinese crocodiles.  The class 
has been learning what an “article” is and which article to use with different nouns.  The 
students learned through the great lesson “The Gift of the Selfish” how coral helped clean the 
oceans and gave life a chance to develop on Earth.  We also celebrated Gavin’s 7th birthday 
(January 24). 
This past Wednesday we had a wonderful field trip at Billie Swamp Safari in the Everglades.  
The students rode airboats, saw a snake show, and took a jeep-buggy ride through the 
Everglades.  We saw alligators, birds, wild hogs, ostriches, water buffalo and bison, along with 
many other animals.  We also learned many interesting facts like we have the Spanish explorers 
to thank for all of our citrus trees,  you can use fennel as mosquito repellant and that vulture 
droppings are toxic because of all the different things they eat – it can even kill trees!  

 

Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Stephanie 

Welcome back and a very Happy New Year 
to all.  The children seem rested and happy 
to be with their school chums once
more.  Our classroom is bustling with
activity and new lessons.  The children have 
been doing the angular construction of the 
decanomial, a challenging, but beautiful and 
rewarding, math lesson that involves
multiplication, the commutative law,
squaring and cubing!  They are also working 
on the Presidential Timeline and preparing 
presidential reports.  Next week, we will
begin preparing for the Iowa Test of Basic 
Skills.  This will familiarize your child with 
the types of questions and the format of the 
actual test.  Our ongoing famous person 
presentations are great.  As a matter of
fact, we were graced with the presence of 
Alexander the Great this week.  Our Field 
Trip this month was really cool!!  This was 
both temperature-wise and trip-wise.  It was 
really fun to dress in our winter finest.  Next 
month, the Miami Metro Zoo...we can't wait. 

Ms. Ann and Ms. Maria 
 

  
 

  

 

 Ms. Angela and Ms. Deirdre 
Wow, it is the end of January.  We visited Billie Swamp Safari this month – it was one of the 
best rips ever but I will admit was quite cold.  The children loved seeing all the wild animals 
and learning about the healing plants.  The snakes were their favorite though!  We have also 
been studying slavery and the Civil Rights Movement.  We have learned about important 
figures such as Rosa Parks, Ruby Bridges, Martin Luther King, and Abraham Lincoln.  We have 
studied the Underground Railroad and “The Drinking Gourd”.  On February 5th & 6th, we are 
conducting an experiment in segregation.  It should prove very fascinating and will help the 
students understand why Obama being president is such a historical event.  Coming up in 
March, we have a visit with the Greek civilization, a study of the Periodic Table of Elements 
and in Math – measurement.  They are also working on their Science Fair Projects.  It is 
another busy month in the classroom. 
 
 
 



 
m 
 
 
 

Garden and Library - Ms. Jayne 
 
GARDEN:  Many thanks to all of the families that came to Summit during the winter vacation to water the 
gardens.  Our plants are doing so well.  They are certainly enjoying the moisture and the cool weather. 
It is a new season of planting in our gardens. A new crop of seeds: forget-me nots, sunflowers, daisies 
and carrots are waiting for our tender loving care. We have several new garden decorations that the kids 
love so very much.  Look for Whitey, Pokey, Snowy and Shelly.  Shelly, the snail, is in Ms. Ann’s garden.  
Snowy, the bird decoy is in Ms. Angela’s garden; Whitey is in Ms. Lourdes; and Pokey is in Ms Crystal’s. 
NEWSFLASH.  Please visit our WORM FARM!!!  It is the black tub located in the pre- primary garden.  
Worms are nature’s own recyclers.  They will convert the scraps from our children’s lunches into nutrient 
rich, l00% organic fertilizer that all the plants in our garden will love.  Our “red wigglers” will consume 
one half pound of food waste per day!  We are putting the worms to work creating compost and the 
classes are taking weekly turns reducing the amount of waste they throw away after lunch.  It is an 
exciting way to begin to build a compost system.  Reduce, re-use and recycle. 
 
LIBRARY:  Our youngest students, the toddlers, are truly enjoying their visits to the library.  It is a long 
walk, for those little people, from their classrooms to the library!   We are singing songs, enjoying finger 
plays and reading several books each visit.  They love “I Had a Little Turtle” and “Where is Thumbkin?”  
They are such good listeners and are so anxious to learn.  It is truly wonderful to watch them learning the 
routines as the months go by. They particularly enjoy the “big books” such as “The Boy who Loved 
Dumplings” and “Angus Thought He Was Big”.  The children do a wonderful job. 
Our oldest students, the elementary kids, will be playing a Valentine’s Day library search game.  They 
will be working in pairs to fine tune their library skills by locating books, subjects, categories and Dewey 
Decimal numbers.  They have so much fun as they navigate their way around the library to locate their 
“library challenge”.   Let’s all KEEP READING! 
 

Art - Ms. Rachael 
 
The Kindergarteners enjoyed working with clay this month.  They spent quite a bit of time on their 
creations, the descriptions of which are often very elaborate and interesting.    
 Elementary students learned about Pablo Picasso.  We enjoyed reading about his childhood and how he 
painted on walls, bed sheets and even his sister before his parents realized he needed to express his 
artistic talents.   We looked at his abstract faces and cubist style.  Children used Picasso’s work and style 
for creating their own abstract style.   
 Upper Elementary put their Secrets in a Box works on hold while they got started on their UN 
projects.  They are creating beaded bracelets and paintings for the Afternoon of Art.  The beads were 
donated to Summit by INMCrystal.com.  If you are into beading, they have a nice selection at good 
prices.  The students brainstormed ideas and made several sketches before moving onto the canvas with 
paint.  Special thanks go to Ms. Jayne, Mr. Sesame and Ms. Julia for their help.    
 

Music and Pre-Primary Spanish - Ms. Xiomara 
  
We’ve started the New Year in the Instrumental department with our next performance at hand.  On 
Feb. 14, 2009, members of the Band and String Ensemble as well as Piano players from our Summit family 
will be entertaining guests at this MMUN fundraiser for the Upper Elementary class.  The students are 
excited as they prepare for this event. In General Music, the students are exploring beats and new 
rhythms as they listen to music from different cultural back-rounds.  In Pre-Primary Spanish, the children 
are expanding their vocabulary through songs, and stories.  They are also learning new ways to greet 
each other, while letting others know how they are feeling that day.  
   
Any financial questions can be addressed with Bari Schwartz.  (561) 338-5020 
N.B. Contributions for the Summit Newsletter can be sent to msxiomara@summitschools.com 

Our class is back from our Holiday Break, rested and ready for the New Year.  We hope that all our 
families have had a relaxing and fulfilling time at home over the vacation.  At the moment, our class is 
preparing for our trip to New York and the Montessori Model UN in early March.  Special thanks again to 
all the parents and friends who have helped raise over $8,000 towards the trip.  Presently, students are 
researching furiously and preparing amazing position papers, which identify their country’s stance on 
different issues that affect the global community, such as food scarcity, water management, and 
alternative forms of energy.  In addition, our students have enjoyed working with different types of 
writing, from expository and persuasive writing to creative and journalistic writing.  One favorite lately 
has been the introduction of Fairytale Times, a writing exercise that is meant to spark the imagination.  
Students create fantastic headlines from cards and then write a story that will explain it—you can only 
imagine the fun we’ve had creating and sharing these stories.  In our math, we have continued to focus 
on decimal fractions with both the decimal board and decimal checkerboard, as well as dividing 
decimals with materials.  Some students have graduated from square roots and are working on cube 
roots.  Others are working with ratios and proportions.  We are all working hard and enjoying the new 
workbooks to help us through our math curriculum.  In our cultural work, we continue to explore the 
air and the ocean, and the physics of why our planet behaves the way it does.  We have also really 
enjoyed learning about chemistry and atoms through our Evolutionary Chemistry curriculum, which 
continues to develop our understanding of our physical universe.  Our next field trip is to NY.  Thanks 
again for all the support from our community.   

Mr. Sesame and Ms. Julia 
 

Specials Corner 
 
 

 

Summit Private 
School 

A Montessori Environment 
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Specials 

 

Ms. Annôs students are holding some worms up 
from Ms. Jayneôs Worm Farm. 

 

Students enjoyed these Big Books in the library. 

 

   

   

   

Students working on and showing their Art work in 
Ms. Rachaelôs Art Class. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


