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The 2nd Annual Heart-2-Heart Giving Party was a huge success!  We had over 
120 children, staff and parents in attendance and enjoying the festivities.  The 
children and staff from the YAC arrived bearing home-made valentines for our 
children and huge valentine card with all of the children’s names and a tulip 
plant and balloon as gifts for a special thanks for the event.  There was pizza, 
fresh veggies and fruit, chips, drinks and decorate your own heart cookie for all 
to enjoy as they were entertained by the “Balloon Guy”. Some of the YAC staff 
enjoyed a relaxing session of Yoga with our After School yoga instructor Ally 
Peer Ben-Ezzer from Have Fun With Yoga while the children were being 
entertained.   
 
Next came the Dance Party with our Hip Hop and Tap/Jazz teacher Ms. Wesa, 
and sports and games with Coach Roudy and Dr. Mike.  To conclude the party, 
Dr. Susan and some Summit students, including Madison Reger, Cristina Neely, 
Daniel Luptak and Ryan Enriquez and others welcomed the YAC children into 
our library to choose a new book for themselves and gently used books for their 
siblings or friends from the collection of books donated by the Summit 
families.  Special thanks to Kelle Enriquez, our PTA Service chair and Nicole 
Smith, from the Summit Fundraising Committee, for their extraordinary efforts 
in coordinating and assisting with this event.  Heart-felt thanks also to the 
Keane Family for donating the Balloon Guy entertainment and to all the staff 
and parents who participated and donated books and food.  The children had 
such a great time together and with the various gatherings we have had 
together, they are forming friendships that bring our community together. 
 
On another note, on behalf of the Upper Elementary students and staff 
preparing for their trip to the MMUN and their parents, I would like to thank all 
of you who have supported our efforts throughout this year to raise funds for 
the trip to NY.  The children, staff and parents have worked very hard to 
prepare and represent Summit well at the MMUN Conference.  The Afternoon of 
Art fundraiser was just wonderful.  Special thanks to Ms. Xiomara and the music 
students for providing the outstanding musical performances, to Susan Rose and 
the other UE moms for coordinating and contributing to the event and to the 
Willens’ family for offering their lovely home.  It was the perfect setting.  Many 
thanks to the families who attended the event and/or supported the raffle and 
fundraising efforts.  The event was very successful on so many levels and raised 
over $1100.00.  It is these kinds of events where talents are shared and 
appreciated, children and families are honored, hearts connect and 
relationships deepen that distinguishes our school community and makes us 
special. 
 
Gratefully yours, Dr. Susan 

 

 

Heart -2-Heart 
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Upcoming Events  
♦ 3/2-5: Montessori 

Model United Nations 
Upper Elementary  

♦ 3/11: PTA Meeting 
7:00-8:00 pm 

♦ 3/13: Elementary 
Students Only-12 pm 
Dismissal 

♦ 3/14: Casino Night 
Fundraiser 

♦ 3/18-20: Individual 
Picture Retakes - 
New Students 

♦ 3/19: Parent 
Education Night 
Topic: Cultural 
6:30-8:30 

♦ 3/20: Elementary 
Progress Reports 
Issued 

♦ 3/26: Grandparents' 
or Special Person's 
Day  
8:30 am - 9:30 am 

♦ 3/27: Last Day of 
School before Spring 
Break 

 
Michelah at the ♥ to ♥ 



  

Happy February everyone!  We had a great Valentine's party with yummy treats and balloon 
fun.  Thanks to everyone who helped.  Our class has gardening on Thursdays and the children really 
enjoy their time there.  Would anyone like to volunteer to help Ms. April take small groups to the 
garden between 9:30 and 10:30?  We are decorating a small step stool for the silent auction at Casino 
Night coming up on March 14.  We hope to see all of you at this important school fundraiser.  Bradley 
turned 2 this month, and Xavier and Nikki each turned 3.  Happy Birthday, boys!  Welcome to Gabriel 
Pasin who recently joined our class. 

 

Ms. Jo and Ms. April 

 
 
 

 Ms. Norma and Ms. Irene   

 

Ms. Cindy and Ms. Nena 
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Classroom News 

Ms. Crystal and Ms. Jennifer 

The class is working hard as they are taking advantage of many  opportunities  to study and 
learn.  Since this is the "Year of Green" the class has been making an effort to be more earth 
conscious by finding recyclable materials all around the school  and is possible finding alternative 
ways to reuse them.  We would like to Thank Charlotte's Family for helping us bring a better 
recycling program in the classroom by providing us with the universal recycling bins.  This makes it 
much easier for the children to become more familiar with were to recycle outside of the 
classroom.  We have a classroom pet. She is a beta fish that the children named  Lovey Flower 
Cornflake.  They seem to really like her and thus far are taking excellent care of her!  We would 
like to thank Elyah's Family for adding to our peace curriculum by donating the children's version of 
Three Cups of Tea.  Three /cups of Tea, a book by Greg Mortenson, has been #1 on the New York 
Times Best Seller List.  Luckily, last week the children's version became available.  The book is a 
true story about Mr. Mortenson's journey to build schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan.  In February, 
Mr. Mortenson will be speaking at the International Montessori Conference in New Orleans. I can't 
wait to get back and share with the class.  Thank You to all of the families for making our first 
annual "I love you luncheon" a success. It was wonderful to see all of you there in the garden and 
share in a community lunch.  We look forward to seeing you next year!  Peace, Love and Gratitude,  
Ms. Crystal 

 

Toddlers 
 
 

 
 

 
Toddler's showing cards for the troops.  

 
 
Ms. Norma's class during a Valentine 
Day celebration. 

A Note from: Andrea Cole 

 
Boxtops and Used Ink / Toner 
Cartridges:   
We are still collecting Used Ink 
and Toner Cartridges for 
recycling.  Please bring them in 
to the office where we have a 
collection box.  We send them 
out for recycling and receive 
anywhere from .20c to 2.50 per 
cartridge.  The funds are given to 
the PTA.  The toner is taken to 
Office Depot where the school 
receives a $3.00 credit per toner 
cartridge for a future 
purchase.   Boxtops are also an 
ongoing collection effort 
throughout the year so please 
send them in to the office.  We 
recently received a $133.00 
check for the last collection and 
we do that every six 
months.  Even though you may 
think 10c per boxtop is a small 
amount, they all add up so please 
send them in throughout the 
year.  If you have any questions 
about either of the above 
programs, contact Andrea Cole at 
andreacole@bellsouth.net . 
Thanks,  
Andrea Cole  
561.417.2984 Cell 561.699.5239 

 

February has been a very busy month which has flown past.  We had a great Valentine's Day 
celebration and our homeroom moms cooked up a storm for a great lunch for the children.  It 
was enjoyed by all.  We have several new readers in our classroom.  It is a joy to watch the 
excitement as they read that first reader.  We are very proud of them.  Ms. Nena and I are 
attending the AMS conference in New Orleans this year.  We would like to thank all of you who 
have supported our teacher fundraising making it possible for us to do this trip. 

Ms. Lourdes and Ms. Jessica 
 
On the 100th day of school our class collected coins and combined our money with Ms. Crystal’s class. 
The sum total of the two classes was $293.00!!! The children in both classes have written notes and 
drawn pictures for our friends in Belize.  We had a fun Valentine’s celebration in our class. We 
decorated sugar cookies which Ms. Suzanne baked for us, and we created a special Valentine for one 
of our classmates. We ended our celebration with a “hunt for hearts” in the garden.  We thank all the 
kind parents who contributed and participated in our celebration. The children love having their 
Moms and Dads participate in the class with them. 

 

Thanks to all of you who participated in our Valentine's Day celebration.  The children had a 
wonderful time.  This month, we have been  working on colors, time and geometric figures.  In the 
month of March, we will be reviewing all the lessons from the beginning of the school year including 
numbers, colors and letters.  We will also concentrate on good table manners at lunch time.  Please 
send a placemat your child can use during lunch time.  Thank you for all your support.  Ms. Norma and 
Ms. Irene. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Ms.Angela's Students at the  
Billie Swamp Safari 

 

Alexandra P., Alexandra M., and Annick. 

 

Lea, Spencer, Cristina, Elizabeth, Nicole 

and Brock. 

 

The famous ostrich. 

 

Ms. Deirdre, Baylee, Cristina, Elizabeth and 

Lea. 

 

Have you joined PTA yet?  
It is not too late! 

Every membership counts! 
Call Evelyn (561) 367-1270 or  

Robin (754) 246-3954 
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The children in Miss Jan/Miss Jade's class enjoyed a treasure hunt and outdoor party for 
Valentine's Day.  They made valentines for their families and friends prior to the day.  They have 
been learning songs about spending time together with "nowhere to rush, nowhere to 
hurry."  They sing throughout the day spontaneously, including patriotic songs.  They sound like a 
happy group of children!  We look forward to studying the solar system in the near future.  We 
are searching for individual planet models to hang from the ceiling as we learn about one planet 
at a time.  Let us know if you have an idea where we might find such a kit!  Thanks again for all 
the wonderful snack contributions! 

Ms. Jan and Ms. Jade 
 

 

We recently had a wonderful field trip to Miami Metro Zoo.  Some of our favorites were the 
zebras, giant tortoises, tigers, monkeys and orangutans.  We even got to feed the giraffes!  In 
class, the students have been diligently working on the Timeline of Life and learning what an 
adjective is, along with our continued focus on follow-up (repeating lessons for mastery). Our 
second and third graders continue to work on their research.  We recently heard presentations 
on jackals, dogs, and homeless children in New York City.  We are looking forward to learning 
what a verb is and our upcoming science fair. 
 

 

Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Stephanie 

Happy belated Valentine's Day to all.  Our 
party was LOVEly!  Once again, we thank our 
wonderful class Mom, Sharon Hill, for 
orchestrating the day and, of course, we 
thank all of our parents who  prepared such 
outstanding international dishes to tempt us 
with.  You must have all graduated from 
Cordon Bleu!   
 
 Our trip to the Miami Metro Zoo was 
zooperb!  The animals delighted us all and 
seemed to be enjoying the magnificent 
weather as much as we did. We can't wait to 
go again next year.   
 
Miss Ann and Miss Maria are quite excited 
about the impending trip to New 
Orleans.  We are sure to come back inspired 
and with lots of new knowledge.  (Hopefully, 
with a few jazz CDs as well.)  Thanks to all 
of you who support our fundraising 
efforts which enables us to go to the AMS 
conference each year. 

Ms. Ann and Ms. Maria 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 Ms. Angela and Ms. Deirdre 
 
Well, February was a fast month.  We have been doing a lot of math and grammar, celebrated 
Valentine's day and even did an exercise that challenged the student's to track the passage of 
time without a watch or clock.  Now, that was interesting.  Who knew, the children were so 
creative - you should try it at home. 
  
Our field trip to the zoo was lots of fun - wait until you see the pictures.  Check out our pics 
from Billie Swamp Safari last month.  For the record, it was cold, very, very cold. and check 
out the ostrich that followed us around.... 
 



m 
 
 
 

Library and Garden - Ms. Jayne 
 
NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY:  Our elementary classes enjoyed playing a Valentine’s Day Library Search 
game. With cheers and assistance from friends, the students combed the library for:  a book about China, 
a biography, a book by Mark Twain, an atlas, a book about soccer, a book about ancient pyramids, a book 
about Abraham Lincoln, and so on. They did a great job.  As always, learning is fun in the Summit library.  
The book “Tracy’s Mess” by Petersen (Tracy’s Mom in real life), was a huge hit with the pre-Primary 
children.  It is a rhyming story about the creativity of a 5-year old little girl and how she straightens up 
her room.  We had many an interesting discussion on how to keep our own bedrooms neater!!!!  Ask your 
child about Tracy and how she cleans up!  Thank you so very much for taking care of all over-due library 
fines on time. 
NEWS FROM THE GARDEN:  Don’t our gardens look lovely? They are enjoying all the cool weather and the 
attentions of our Summit student gardeners. We have been picking beans, little “yummy” peppers and 
basil.  Next week we will be making MINT TEA from our mint leaves.  You may have noticed black trash 
bags covering our pineapple plants. We placed apples in the soil and covered the plants for 2 weeks. The 
ethylene gas in the apples “reminds” the pineapple plant to produce fruit.  Much to the surprise of the 
children, IT WORKED.  We removed the bags and have two tiny pineapples! They will be ready to harvest 
before the school year ends.  The “worm farm” is doing very well. There are no insects and no 
unpleasant smells, just 2,000 red wigglers gobbling up the children’s lunch scraps and creating the 
fertilizer that we will add to the garden in a few weeks time.  In the meantime, we are intrigued with 
the way they are moving up into the working tray and making the “castings” that will help our plants 
grow.  It was WONDERFUL to see Miss Crystal’s class enjoying the garden for their Valentine’s Day picnic.  
Our gardens are so special.  PLEASE ENJOY THEM. 
 

Art  -  Ms. Rachael 
 
This month elementary students and Kindergarteners created sea turtles using oil pastels and watercolor 
paint.  The children designed their turtle’s shell using texture and patterns.  We also learned about artist 
Wassily Kandinsky.  We looked at his work and noted he enjoyed using bright colors.  We learned 
Kandinsky liked to express his feelings through color and students worked on expressing their feelings in 
their art.  This made for some interesting discussions about our artwork.   
 
Upper Elementary completed their paintings for the Afternoon of Art.  These group projects were 
inspired by student sketches.  Students also worked on their display boards for the MMUN.  Again, special 
thanks go to Ms. Jayne, Mr. Sesame and Ms. Julia for their help. 
 

Music and Pre-Primary Spanish-  Ms. Xiomara  
 
This past Valentine's Day was a wonderful one at the Willens Residence.  Mark and Wendy Willens hosted 
the Afternoon of Art, the String Ensemble and many soloist performed on their instruments and provided 
the entertainment from the balcony overlooking the pool and the lake.  The weather was beautiful, the 
music was just right and the artwork that was auctioned was inspirational.  Hats off to artists in the 
upper elementary who were guided by Ms. Rachael and Ms. Jayne, and the performers for their hard 
work.  In pre-primary Spanish, we continue learning how to communicate our feelings and build our 
vocabulary using lessons and singing songs. 
 
Any financial questions can be addressed with Bari Schwartz.  (561) 338-5020 
N.B. Contributions for the Summit Newsletter can be sent to msxiomara@summitschools.com 
 

February is here, and the upper elementary is striking in many gears.  Our students have been 
researching and compiling information for our position papers on UN world issues.  What a 
whirlwind of global solutions and UN resolutions.  Let me tell you, these young leaders are 
rocking and ready to set the agenda.  Students are packing up their things and getting ready for 
the trip to New York, and it’s all very exciting.  This is a great opportunity to really thank our 
parent body for all the support you’ve provided over this year for this UN field trip.  Through your 
generous donation of time, resources, and supportive love and care, you have helped us to 
generate over $9500.00 towards the MMUN trip and we would like to really thank you all from our 
hearts.  Through your efforts, we have provided our children with a wonderful opportunity for an 
amazing hands-on experience in global politics and the important work of ambassadorship.  
Special thanks go out to Ms. Susan, Ms. Noreen, Ms. Terrie, Ms. Ana, Ms. Wendy, Ms. Cindy, Ms. 
Angela, Dr. Susan, Dr. Mike, and also to all the chaperones going up to NY with the young 
delegates.  To take a short break from all our work on Japan and the Philippines, our students 
visited Palm Beach Science Museum for an exhibition on cells and atoms.  Wow!  It was pretty 
amazing to see things through the eye of modern electronic microscopes.  Students especially 
loved the Grossology exhibit with all the games based on the human body.  Well, February is 
almost over and we are heading to New York early on Mon, 2nd of March.  We’ll see everyone 
when we get back.   
Sesame and Julia.   

Mr. Sesame and Ms. Julia 
 

Specials Corner 
 
 

 

Summit Private 
School 

A Montessori Environment 
3881 N.W. 3rd Ave. 

Boca Raton, Florida   33431 
(561) 338-5020 

We’re on the Web! 
www.summitschools.com 

Specials and 
Enrichment 

 

 

 

Ms. Ann, Ms. Angela and Ms. Jennifer's classes 
playing Valentine's Day Library search game.

 

 

Above, after school enrichment project's from 
Ms. Lois' Pottery Class. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


