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We are in Awe 

What a wonderful Holiday Program, the children were amazing, 
entertaining, responsible, and respectful and they had a great time. 
What a night to remember. This was the note that was published in 
the Holiday Program in appreciation and recognition of our amazing 
students/your wonderful children. òYou have achieved so much and 
have given of yourselves in providing community services to the 
school at car line, in toddler and preschool rooms, around the 
campus, to your fellow students and students from other schools. The 
staff is so very proud of you and it is our true honor to be a part of 
your lives. We are so grateful to be able to contribute to your growth 
and maturation and feel blessed by your examples of kindness, 
compassion, courage and dignity.ó 
 
We are blown away by the gifts our students present to us each and 
every day. The kindness they share with each other and staff, the 
wisdom they give peers to resolve issues and challenges, the purity of 
heart in their speech, and the love in their actions. As we approach 
this holiday season, we are truly grateful that they are a part of our 
lives and a part of the Summit Family.  
 
If I could have a Holiday wish it would be for us to carry these 
feelings of gratitude throughout this holiday season and that we 
spend some time to reach out to those less fortunate then ourselves 
in acts of kindness and charity. My second wish is that Summit Private 
School would have such an educational endowment that I would never 
again have to see another fund raising flyer; maybe one day. We truly 
appreciate the generosity that the Summit families have shown in all 
of the fundraising, volunteerism and service endeavors. 
 
We wish all our families and staff a wonderful, peaceful, loving, and 
safe holiday season and we look forward to another amazing and 
brilliant second half of the year at Summit.  
 
With love and admiration, 
Drs. John & Susan Mike 
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Upcoming Events  
♦ 1/5: Return to School  

♦ 1/13: Parent 
Education Night 
Topic: Math 
6:30-8:30 

♦ 1/19: Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
SCHOOL CLOSED  

♦ 1/20: PTA Meeting 
7:00-8:00 pm 

♦ 1/22: Toddler and 
Pre-Primary Parents' 
Night 

♦ 1/26-30: 
Kindergarten 
Visitation Week 

♦ 1/29: Elementary 
Parents' Night 
 

 

 
At the Holiday Program 

 



  It was great seeing all the children and their families at our Toddler Holiday Picnic.  There was lots of 
enthusiastic singing and "Jingle Bells" was a favorite!  Everyone really enjoyed the fun in the park, the 
beautiful weather and the yummy snacks provided by the room mothers.  Thanks to all. 
Have a peaceful holiday.  See you on January 5!  Ms. Jo 

 

Ms. Jo, Ms. April and Ms. Johanna 

 
 
 

 

Ms. Norma and Ms. Irene   

 
Ms. Cindy and Ms. Nena 
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Classroom News 

Ms. Crystal and Ms. Jennifer 

Toddler Party! 
 
 

 
 

 
Nicolas. 

 
Sierra. 

 
Joey. 

 
Steven. 

Ms. Norma's toddler class was able to enjoy 
a lovely piñata and some Upper Elementary 

students joined in the fun. 
After School Enrichments 
for Winter and Spring are 

Here! 
We have a new Elementary Art 

class- Creative Journal and 
Chinese classes!  All dance 

enrichments start the week of 
January 12th and run for 16 

weeks.  Team Sports including 
Soccer, Basketball and Flag 
Football are being offered, 

depending on the number of 
Summit players registered.  The 

Winter Sport Season starts 
January 31st!  Registration is 

due by Friday, January 9th!  See 
your childôs Friday folder, 

check your emails or go to the 
website for all the details!   

 

The holiday Season is here with all the glitter and 
fun that goes with it.  Our classroom is decorated 
and looks very festive.  We have changed out the 
practical life lessons and the children even get to 
decorate their own mini Christmas tree, spin a 
dreydl or match the snowman to his spot in the 
matching lesson.   Our gift exchange will take place 
on the last day before the winter break and we look 
forward to seeing the childrenõs looks of glee as 
they choose and open up their gift.  The holiday 
program took place last Friday.  The children did 
very well and sang all the songs that Ms Xiomara has 
spent the last couple of months teaching them.   
Thank you to Ms Xiomara for all her hard work.   

 

It's hard to believe it is December already, where does the time go?  The children are doing 
wonderful.  They are happily singing holiday songs, making crafts and working hard.  This month the 
children have been introduced to sign language.  They have taken to it very well and I have heard how 
they've been sharing what they've learned at home.  Thank You all for all of your continued support 
throughout this year.  We wish everyone a wonderful, restful Winter Break and look forward to seeing you 
in 2009! Happy Holidays  Ms. Crystal and Ms Jennifer 

Ms. Lourdes and Ms. Mireily 
It is unbelievable that the year 2008 is coming to a swift end. This year has been so productive and we have 
learned so much!  We wish to thank all the parents and grandparents who have so generously dedicated 
their time to our class, and the many generous and thoughtful gifts you have given us.   Thanks to all the 
Moms, Dads, and grandparents that have dropped by and shared lunch with us ð your children are so proud 
to have you share a meal with them.  We would like to thank Maria Romano (Giovannaõs Mom), and Nana 
(Ethanõs grandma) for coming to our class and baking with us...we enjoy baking with you!  Thanks to the 
Kantor family for their consistently gorgeous and useful monthly calendars!  Thanks to Suzanne Materia, 
Jennifer Bueller, Jamie Karas, and Shannon Kantor for sharing with us a truly spectacular Hanukkah 
presentationéwe learned so much and enjoyed ourselves!  Thanks to Mr. And Mrs. Diefenbach for giving us 
a glimpse of Germany. Thanks to Mrs. Mejia for sharing with us the Columbian tradition, treats, thanks to 
Mrs. Pillar for sharing the Italian fish tradition, and thanks to all the other parents who have dedicated 
their time, and will be presenting your traditions with us.   A very special heart-felt thanks to Suzanne 
Materia who has been so dedicated to our class these past years. She is always eager and willing to run 
errands for us, wash laundry, donate goods to our class, and step-in and assist whenever we need her help. 
We are so fortunate to have her as our Class Mom.  We would like to wish you a joyous and festive Holiday 
Season, and look forward to seeing you in the New Year! We thank you most for sharing your children with 
uséthey are each a source of joy and inspiration each and every day.  Best Wishes!  Ms. Lourdes 

We would like to take this opportunity of wishing 
all our families a wonderful, peaceful and joyful 
Holiday Season and we look forward to seeing 
you all in January.   

 

Thank you to the toddler parents for the 
wonderful holiday party.  A special thanks 
to Betsy and Anna for the Hanukkah 
breakfast you sponsored for our class.  See 
you next year!   
Happy Holidays!!  
Ms. Norma and Ms. Irene 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Holiday Program 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you joined PTA yet?  
It is not too late! 

Every membership counts! 
Call Evelyn (561) 367-1270 or  

Robin (754) 246-3954 
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Holiday Greetings to our special families!  We have celebrated Kwanzaa with a story about the 
symbolic colors black, red and green and Hanukkah with a presentation by Shira Kulok, Lily's 
mom.  We made gingerbread cookies with the help of Dori Battista, Bella's mom, and enjoyed 
Bella's gift to the classroom about the "gingerbread baby."  Miss Jan will do a presentation of the 
Nativity story.  All of these celebrations are done is the spirit of light, peace and cultural 
awareness.   We look forward to the school-wide holiday presentation and our own classroom 
celebration on December 19th.  We hope many of you can come to one of the three segments: 
9:00-9:45: arts and crafts; 9:45-10:00,sing-a-long; 10:00-10:30 for refreshments.  A special 
thanks to Kathi Grace, our room mother and Katie's forever mom, for her hard work in 
coordinating donations for the teacher's luncheon and classroom supplies! I would like to thank 
Karen Lampert for her presentation on Christmas in Germany AND THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO 
CONTRIBUTED YOUR TIME, FINANCES, SNACKS AND IDEAS TO ENRICH OUR CLASSROOM!!!! 
 A Blessed Holiday to Everyone!  Miss Jan and Miss Jade 

Ms. Jan and Ms. Jade 
 

 

"Happy Holidays from all of us to all of you." -Ms. Jennifer, Ms. Stephanie and Class. 

 

Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Stephanie 

'Twas the night before vacation, when all 
through the school, 
Every child was stirring, no one followed a 
rule! 
Sooo! 
  
We all did our crafts,  and 
a party full of laughs! 
Our Beanie babies are gone, 
Our pajamas we should don. 
  
With a wink of our eyes, and a twist of our 
heads 
Thank goodness for now, we go to our beds. 
  
We're all partied out, the season was great! 
Happy Holidays to all and to all a great 
break!! 
  
Much Love, 
  
 Miss Ann and Miss Maria 

 

Ms. Ann and Ms. Maria 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Ms. Angela and Ms. Deirdre 
 
Dear Parents; 
 
It has been an amazing first half of the year.  We have had some great field trips and look 
forward to Billie Swamp Safari in January.  We also have the 3rd grade overnight coming up in 
March and the Science Fair in April ð it should be action packed.  We hope you have a 
wonderful holiday break!  Stay safe! 
Miss Deirdre & Miss Angela 

 



m 
 
 
 

Garden and Library - Ms. Jayne 
News from the Garden:  The kids from Mr. Sesameõs class ate green beans from their garden at lunch this 
past Friday. Talk about fresh produce!  Thank you Matthew and Caitlen for doing a great job of picking 
and washing them.  We have many tiny tomatoes that should be ready to pick soon after winter break.  It 
is so tempting for the children to pick them now; however, they know that we cannot pick them while 
they are still green.  Please help yourself, at any time, to some of our fresh basil.  It is growing outside 
Miss Crystalõs porch.  Just pluck off a few leaves from the top of the plants.  It smells wonderful and 
tastes so good with mozzarella cheese or in a tomato sauce.  Thank you to all the families and staff who 
volunteered to water the gardens over the break.  Our campus will be beautiful when we return in 2009. 
News from the Library: We have many new books from the book fair.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated to our library.  The kids are excited to take the new books out as soon as they are catalogued. 
All the Elementary students have been enjoying reading poetry out loud to their classmates.  Shel 
Silverstein and Jack Prelutsky are favorite poets: their clever and humorous poems hold the kidsõ 
attention and interest.  WISHING EVERYONE A WONDERFUL AND SAFE WINTER BREAK AND A HAPPY AND 
HEALTHY 2009.  Miss Jayne 

Art  -  Ms. Rachael 
Dear Parents,  This month students helped get props ready for the Holiday Show.  To continue our collage 
studies lower elementary students and Kindergarten created a cardboard animal or person.  The children 
added details to their work and many of the creations had specific personalities and names.  One group 
of boys created a hockey team together and played table hockey in the last few minutes of class.  Lower 
elementary and Kindergarten classes are finishing up the year with clay.  Clay is always one of the most 
popular activities in the art room.   Aside from helping with the Holiday Show props, upper elementary 
has been working on their World in a Box creations.  We read the book, Secrets in a Box about artist 
Joseph Cornell for inspiration.  Many of the students learned more by googling Joseph Cornell.   It is a 
pleasure to work with such a creative and imaginative group of children.   Wishing you all a wonderful 
holiday season,   Ms. Rachael 

Computer - Ms. Risa 
The children have been working very hard in computer class to master the computer skills that they will 
need to succeed in the current and future Information Age.  Kindergarten has been using appropriate 
software to reinforce early literacy skills.  They also enjoy learning the tools of drawing programs.  They 
work with graphics, text, electronic pencils and crayons etc. to create their masterpieces.  First and 
second grades have been learning word processing skills and working with drawing tools and graphics to 
create their own books.  The third grade has been sharpening their Internet research skills with web 
search activities and learning the word processing skills needed to organize and present the research 
material.  The fourth and fifth grades are currently doing online research for their United Nations 
classroom project. 

Music  -  Ms. Xiomara  
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to all!  I would like to thank all our teachers, staff, students and 
parents for helping with the Holiday Program, especially Susan Stone, Nicole Smith and Jaimie Karas for 
coming in and helping out with the props.  I am proud of our students for a job well done!  Thanks to 
Evelyn Swid of our PTA for the refreshing water provided on the night of the program.  Our next musical 
event will take place on January 23rd at the Luptak's Steinway Gallery in Delray as part of a fundraiser 
for the MMUN trip.  We look forward to seeing you there.  May you all have a warm and peaceful break in 
the company of family and friends. Ms. Xiomara 
 
Any financial questions can be addressed with Bari Schwartz.  (561) 338-5020 
N.B. Contributions for the Summit Newsletter can be sent to msxiomara@summitschools.com 

What a fun and exciting month of December it has been here in the upper elementary.  Our class 
continued to provide coffee to our school community with the Coffee Carline on Fridays.  Thank you to 
Ms. Susan, Ms. Cindy, and all the other students and parents who've helped run the shop so far-thanks 
in part to your efforts we have passed $6000 mark in our fundraising.  Families who have supported the 
Equal Trade coffee products sale have also made a significant contribution, as well as those who have 
helped out with the class Pajama Parties.  Thanks again for all the support.  Our field trip this month 
was to Whole Foods Market, where we were able to learn a little about organic products, fair trade and 
something they call Whole Trade, which follows more stringent rules than just fair trade.  We saw a 
whole octopus in the seafood section that was imported all the way from Japan-an interesting 
connection to our cultural studies.  In the classroom, we continue to explore the format of the 
expository essay, adding writing techniques like onomatopoeia, simile, and metaphor to our writers' 
repertoire.  Next up, we will work on opinion papers and persuasive writing-just what we need for our 
upcoming trip to MMUN.  After deciding as a community for more math homework, we are happy to 
have received new workbooks and textbooks that seem to be engaging our interest.  In cultural studies, 
we are delving deeper into our study of evolutionary chemistry, focusing on the properties of different 
types of matter.  Our study of air has developed into a functional study of air currents and wind 
patterns on our planet.  Our Holiday Program was a great success and the student performances were 
well received by the audience.  Upper elementary students participated in every facet of the show, 
from the initial song and skit performances before intermission, to the beautiful band and orchestra 
performances afterwards.  Congratulations to Ms. Xiomara and all of the participants for a very 
wonderful show.  In the three short weeks of December our class has managed to fit a lot of great 
learning and exploring in many different areas.  We sincerely wish the very best holiday break possible 
for all our families and look forward to the upcoming January with eager anticipation.  Happy holidays 
to all.  Sesame and Julia 

Mr. Sesame and Ms. Julia 
 

Specials Corner 
 
 

 

Summit Private 
School 

A Montessori Environment 
3881 N.W. 3rd Ave. 

Boca Raton, Florida   33431 
(561) 338-5020 

Weõre on the Web! 
www.summitschools.com 

Specials

Ms. 
Jennifer's students in Ms. Jayne's 

Library class.  

 

Seth at work in Ms. Rachael's Art Class.

 

 

Ms. Jayne participating in String Ensemble. 

 

Thank you for these beautiful roses I 
received at the Holiday Program. Ǆ Ms. 

Xiomara 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


