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Gratitude

As we begin a new year, the first thing that comes to mind is Gratitude. An article in
Montessori Life (Issue 4, 2009), noted that research has found that the practice of
gratitude dincreased energy, alertness, enthusiasm, passion, determination, and
optimism.¢ Gratitude was also seen as a dstress-reducing tool¢€ and it dencouraged a
reciprocal cycle of acts of kindnessé and helped participants progress towards their
goals.

We feel gratitude for the children that we serve, for the enthusiasm of the teachers,
assistants and administration, who provide an environment of compassionate and
passionate learning, nurturance and peace. We are also grateful for the support of the
parents who work hard to provide for the children and enhance the school
environment. We are grateful for the studentsl successes as their passions are
acknowledged.

For example, Caitlen Macias shared with us her success of publishing her poem. She
wrote her poem in school last year, that she said was dinspired by nature¢ and she got it
published through a website. Out of 2,000 poems only 25 poems were published! She
proudly read her poem to her Upper elementary class and her classmates applauded her
work. Then there is Gatlyn Ligon, who has been developing her love of art. She recently
had her paintings and wood burnings in a traveling exhibit at the Broward Public

Library. She shared that during this exhibit, an artist inquired about her wood burnings
and two pieces were chosen to go in the famous Timber Pines Art Exhibit. Not only that,
but one of her pieces won 1st place, out of 200 children, and she sold a waterfall
painting for $300! The joy these children showed as they shared their stories was so
heart- warming & inspiring! These six grade students are leaders, nurtured for many
years within their Montessori environments and they will go confidently into their higher
education as shining examples to their peers. These are only two examples from a
classroom full of amazing students.

We are also grateful when students who have moved on from Summit and excel at the
next educational level. We were informed by Garth Duff-Gray that his son Duncan
received the highest academic honor at Don Estridge High Tech Middle School. He
received the Principalls Honor Roll for the second time. Only 50 students out of over
1200 received the Principalls Honor Roll and Duncan was only one of two students in the
entire 6th grade to receive it. Duncan was in Mr. Sesamels Upper Elementary class last
year and spent most of his educational life at Summit starting in pre-primary. We have
so much to be grateful for and we look forward to continued inspiration as we enjoy
Winterfest, serve the children of the YAC, and are graced with the developments of the
students from toddlers to upper elementary.

Gratefully yours,

Drs. John & Susan Mike
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Ms. April and Ms. Johanna

The last two months have flown by. Hope everyone enjoyed the holiday break and wish
everyone a very happy, healthy new year! It is great to be back in school. We miss Ari, Brittany,
Hudson, and Reena, but are happy that they have transitioned with ease into their new classes.
Everyone had a great time at the Holiday Program at the park. The children made cookies, sang,
played, ate, and had a chance at the pifiata. It was a blast. Thank you to everyone for your help
and for joining us. Our children are so happy to be in class. We are excited about introducing
them to more of the planets, doing some fun art projects, discussing and learning about winter
and working on some new lessons. We want to wish Kennedy a happy third birthday. We are
looking forward to having Dr. Susan join us for the play dough party her mom and dad got her at
the fall fair! A special thanks to FrancLs B. (room mom) for all her help last year.

Ms. Norma and Ms. Irene

"Happy New Year to all!" We are back in school, waiting for a good year 2010 for all the
children as well as for ourselves. Our Holiday Program was on December 12th and it was a
great success. The children and parents had a great time with all the activities that were
available including decorating cookies and singing songs with Ms. Jo. The children had fun
breaking down the pifiata as well. Thanks to all the parents who attended and thanks to all
who cooperated in bringing a continental breakfast for all. Without your cooperation it
would not have been possible to have all the fun we had! Thank you for all the beautiful
"Thank You" cards and gifts that you gave us. Good luck to our 3 yr. old children who have
moved on to the 3-6 yr old environments. They are Greyson G., Liana S., Jada S., Nicholas C.,
and Annelise D., we miss you! | also want to welcome Daniel D. to our classroom. Thank you
for coming out to Parents' Day on January 28, it was nice to see you all!

“Giuliana B. and Jacob G. Lucas T. ~ Jacob G. and Greyson G.

Ms. Cindy and Ms. Nena

A very Happy New Year to all. During the month of January we had two students move up from
the toddler environment into our class, Brittany Berlin and Reena Simon. We would like to
officially welcome them into our classroom. We also hosted our parent afternoon which was well
attended. We hope that you enjoyed the opportunity to see the wonderful lessons that your
children are busy working with. We know they are always very excited to share with their
parents. Our class hosted the teacher lunch in January and a delicious lunch was put on for us.
We would like to extend a big thank you to all the good cooks and helpers. During February we
will be celebrating Valentine's Day on Friday 12" February 2010 by having a luncheon for the
children. This will be organized by our homeroom moms. Please keep an eye open for further
information on your emails.

Toddlers

Please enjoy the pictures from
our Happy outside day! Happy
to have a nice warm day, we
had a day working outside our
classroom with activities that
included Play-doh, painting
with rollers and brushes and
having our delicious snacks. It
was a great day! Ms. Norma,
Ms. Johanna, Ms. Irene and Ms.
Jo
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Ms. Lourdes and Ms. Shelley

We squeezed the oranges you donated, and made delicious, freshly squeezed orange juice!
Friday, February 5th marks our 100th day of school! We have elected as a class to donate our
coins to children in need in Haiti. Please have your child assist you in counting 100 coins.
Please place the coins in a clear zip locked bag or jar with their name on it. The children
enjoy adding their "stash" to the pile as they watch the coins grow into a mountain.

Ms. Crystal's Class
(0
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Sofia working on table donae by Ms. Shelley

Donated oranges

Ms. Crystal and Ms. Eileen

Welcome Back and Happy New year! | hope everyone had @ great break. Thank you all
again for your partnership and participation in the holiday program, the children did a
great job performing in front of family and friends. With a new year COme new
changes. We would like to welcome a new student Annelise Driscol the class and
welcome back Jessica Scheidt! We are happy to have them as part of the environment. If
you haven't done so already please introduce yourselves and make them feel welcome.

The children have settled back into their work cycles and are doing beaUtifully. They are
eXcited to do the new lessons on the shelves! We had the wonderful opportunity to

have Jaxson and his mom bring in his hamster and they did a wonderful presentation
for the class. The children really enjoyed exploring the hamsters! we would like to
thank all of the parents for your generous donations and continued support! A special thank
you to the Pascuzzi family for donating materials to enhance our sensorial and language
areas, your support is greatly appreciated. A look to February... In February in

honor of Valentine's pay we will be have our second annual "I love you" Luncheon in the
garden- More details to come! Ms. Crystal

Ms. Lauren and Ms. Jade

Our classroom is back and into the swing of things. We welcomed 4 new children to our
environment after the break and the children were so helpful in making them feel
comfortable. Many new lessons have been presented to all. A favorite has been drawing
still life's. They children have been focusing in seeing the details and interpreting them in
their own style. We have been busy learning some new songs as well. They are actually
doing very well singing in a round as well as doing the box step!!! The class also enjoyed
talking about Martin Luther King Jr. and the importance of using our words to communicate
with others. We will be celebrating Valentine's Day by exchanging cards and creating fun
bags to put them all in. Until next time...
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Ms. Margy's Class
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Students participated in a competition.

SUMMIT
MONTESSORI P.T.A.

Boxtops

We are ongoing with our
submissions to Boxtops but
need your help!! Our latest
submission of Boxtops will
only bring in $30 instead of
our normal $70 - $80. We
need more boxtops. Please
clip any Boxtop Coupons from
food items and bring them in
to the office! This is free
money and even though these
amounts are small, they add
up!! Details of the program
can be found at
www.boxtops4education.com

Please bring in Boxtops.

Andrea Cole

President - Kim Mareira
(kmareira@aol.com); Vice
President - Betsy Silverfine
(bsilverfine@comcast.net);

Treasurer - Marjorie Wessel
(Marjorie.wessel@gmail.com);
and Secretary - Suzanne
Materia

Ms. Margy and Ms. Deirdre

We started the New Year with zest and enthusiasm for new lessons, while continuing to work
at core academics already begun. We have spiced up the beginning of the day, adding
handwriting and cursive in addition to DOL (daily oral language) that include a variety of
sentences making language corrections, figuring out parts of speech, alphabetizing, rhyming,
and defining vocabulary words using context. Students are actively researching countries in
North America, South America, Europe, and Africa, as well as the gods and goddesses of
Greece, plus botany and zoology. The important component of elementary Montessori
education that students experience and explore the world is continuing to be met by "going
out" on field trips to widen their community and world knowledge and spark curiosity. In
January we went to the South Florida Sate Fair, visiting the animals and exhibits, and we are
looking forward to going to Billie Swamp Safari at Alligator Alley in February. Cooking projects
each month are one of the favorite activities with the students coming up with ideas, voting for
their choice, cooking and the fun of eating their creations. This month it was a hard choice,
between crepes, smoothies, and shakes! The final decision was smoothies and in teams they
came up with their own recipe using fruit, and the smoothies were enjoyed by all. With
community service a vital part of the mission of education at Summit School our classroom
helped a New York family have a happy Christmas during a very difficult time. The students
contributed gift cards for the family and presents for the two children, a boy and girl about the
ages of the students in our room. On December 1, the father of the family was in a car accident
so that he not only lost his car but, he wasn't able to work. He had taken up running as a way
of dealing with the stress of having two children with childhood illnesses. As he was doing this,
he realized he could use running as a way to help raise money to help other similar families.
Over the winter holiday he had decided to dissolve the organization but due to our kindness, he
is not only going to continue it but raise it up to the next level!

Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Stephanie

To start off 2010, we all learned or reviewed the life cycle and parts of the butterfly. We
are now watching 5 caterpillars make the change to painted lady butterflies. We are all
excited to see them emerge from their chrysalises as butterflies. The class is working on
many lessons including grammar boxes, bead frame math, the Atmosphere, and
memorizing the 50 states and their capitals. The students continue to choose work that
will engage and challenge them. After our trip to the Renaissance Fair was cancelled, we
chose to go to the South Florida Fair. We learned about the National Parks (did you know
that a Horseshoe crab isnit really a crab but actually a relative of spiders and scorpions?),
saw acrobats from China, and lots of animals including rabbits, chickens, horses and cows.
We look forward to seeing you all at Winter Fest on Saturday, February 6, 2010. ~Ms.
Jennifer and Ms. Stephanie

I:earning about Biscayne National Park
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Ms. Ann and Ms. Maria

"Twas the night before vacation, when all through the school,

Every child was stirring, no one followed a rule!
Sooo!

We all did our crafts, and a party full of laughs!

Our Beanie babies are gone, our pajamas we should don.

With a wink of our eyes, and a twist of our heads

Thank goodness for now, we go to our beds.

We're all partied out, the season was great!
Happy Holidays to all and to all a great break!!

Happy 2010!!!

Much Love,
Miss Ann and Miss Maria

- . ——1

Mr. Sesame, Ms. Angela and Ms. Giulia

Wow, who believes it is the end of January. We were just rehearsing for the Holiday Pageant
and planning parties now we are working on projects for the spring. We are very excited about
the New Year and all it holds. We are working on our essay writing skills, stories, and
biographies. In addition, we have had our first Geography Bee, the International Spelling Bee
the first of February and Arthur Rosenfeld has been in to work with our children on their

writing skills.

Congratulations to Caitlen Macias, the following poem will be published this spring!

Nature

The rocks are still on the side of the bank.
Like the rocks at the bottom of a fish tank.
The tree branches whisper to the sky.
While the grass moves from side to side.
The birds chirp from dawn to dusk,
While the mountains just sit and watch.
The owls come out when everything(s asleep
Not a sound X not a peep.
If you could just sit there listening to the sounds.
You will find it amazing from the sky to the ground.

Mr. Sesame, Ms. Angela and Ms. Giulia
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Update

on

After School Pottery

| am delighted to report that our
heterogeneous pottery class has
been very successful. The class
runs for an hour and 20 minutes.
The kindergarteners stay for 50
minutes unless they are working
on a particular project that
requires more time. The older
children have more dstaying
power¢ and work on more
complicated projects. They need
the extra studio time. | plan
projects that are appropriate for
both levels. There is a great deal
of dsharingé in a heterogeneous
setting. The older children are
proud of the techniques theylve
learned and enjoy helping the
others. Their work is an
inspiration to all. love introduced
some new hand building tools and
we are experimenting with
different clay bodies. Welve made
vessels, masks, soap dishes, owls
and even some elephants. We've
also had fun with our "fat fish",
snowballs, relief sculptures, hand
built animals and our ever so
popular "gecko houses." We've
even "jump started" our
valentines so that they will be
ready for Valentine's Day. | stress
aprocess rather than resultse and
can assure you that every student
is proud of his/her work. Starting
on Thursday, January 28, class size
will be limited to twelve children.
It will continue to run from 3:40 to
5:00. | work with an assistant. This
allows me to focus on instruction
and not have to bother with the
anitty gritty€ such as giving out
supplies and housekeeping
chores.

Please visit the Summit Office for
photos of the children and their
work. ~ Miss Lois




Garden and Library -
Ms. Jayne

Garden: Happy New Year to all. We
returned after vacation to a very chilly
2010. Our gardens suffered a good bit
of cold shock. Unfortunately, we had

to pull out about a quarter of our
plants. Of what's left, tomatoes, string
beans and peppers are dropping off
their stems. Flower buds are dropping
to the ground. The children are
nurturing and feeding what plants

survived. Mother Nature is always a

learning experience. We are planting

seeds and new plants now that will take
us through the end of the school year.

Library: Ms. Chris has been very busy
processing so many new books for the
library, while | have been presenting all

the new books to each class before
they are shelved. Our library now
contains close t 6,000 volumes. Your
children have read over 700 books
since school started!! Come in to see
how our "Dive into a great book"
theme is decorating the library. Thank
you to so many families that have
donated__pnurchases from the book fair.

Caleb and Austin with Ms. Jayne.

Ms. Margy's class enjoying our new stools in the
library.

Art - Ms. Rachael

In December all the children made holiday cards for homeless families. Care and effort went
into making these cards special. | am sure they brightened the recipients’ day. Kindergarten
created holiday pictures and had a great time with three dimensional paper construction. We
also had fun creating houses out of collage materials and deigning a magic carpet out of strips
of fabric, ribbon and colored paper. Lower Elementary created gift boxes out of paper they
decorated. They wrote notes to their parents inside the boxes sharing what they love and
appreciate about their families. We called these 'gratitude boxes." The children also created a
gratitude box for Dr. Mike's birthday. Lower Elementary has been enjoying making

snowflakes. We also designed snowflakes that we used as stencils. | hope you enjoyed the
work these young artists brought home. Upper Elementary continued to work on their napkin
batik projects. What a colorful display of napkins! Again, our thanks go to the PTA for this
wonderful project. Recycled art projects are also in the works and will take several weeks to
complete. Our next project will be Valentines. ~Ms. Rachael

Music and Pre-Primary Spanish - Ms. Xiomara

Happy New Year! | hope that you all enjoyed a peaceful break full of love and family and
wonderful new memories! The Ensemble performed at Hospice by the Sea on December 14,
they did a wonderful job! Thanks so much to Robert Luptak who hosted our Fall Recital at the
Steinway Piano Gallery, also a courtesy of Robert Luptak. Thanks to all the families that
attended our Holiday Program at Olympic Heights, it was a great success! In the world of
Music here at Summit, the elementary general music classes have begun a unit on recorders.
Please support your child as they are learning their notes and learning to play the recorder.
Our instrumental groups have begun looking at their spring music and many are excited as
many recall some of the themes. In the world of pre-primary Spanish, students will begin a
unit on fruits and vegetables and making their way about the kitchen. | wish you all a very
Happy Valentine's Day. ~Ms. Xiomara

Summit Private School

A Montessori Environment
3881 N.W. 3rd Ave.
Boca Raton, Florida 33431
(561) 338-5020
Wedre on the Web!
www.summitschools.com

N.B. Contributions for the Summit Newsletter can be
sent to msxiomara@summitschools.com
Please visit our web page to view Newsletter
Supplements




