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Our annual Thanksgiving Feast and YAC Feast were tremendous events and blessed the 
Summit community with such warmth and loving connection.  Wendy Willens and Martha 
Varela did an outstanding job of coordinating this school-wide event, co-sponsored by the 
Summit PTA and the school, and we thank them and all of the parents who contributed to 
make this a wonderful celebration. Thank you also to the children and staff who assisted 
them, and for the beautiful artwork that graced our hallways for all to enjoy.  It was so 
special having our families and their extended families on campus together.  One 
grandfather said it best, άI have raised 7 children and I have never been to an event like 
this in my life.  This is wonderful!έ  

Following our school-wide feast was our YAC Feast, where our Elementary students, staff 
and parent volunteers served the children and staff of the Youth Activity Center. The YAC 
is a non-profit after school program that provides children with a safe and nurturing 
environment while their parents are at work.  Our students served their students and staff 
and enjoyed a Thanksgiving meal together.  After eating, the children all played and 
enjoyed their time together.  It was a wonderful way for our students to experience the 
joy of service and to make new friends.  We are so grateful to the parents who put in long 
hours supervising the children, cleaning up and assisting the YAC staff to pack up all of the 
remaining food.   Thanks to the Summit families, Thanksgiving meals will be provided for 
the children both at the YAC and at their homes with their families.  Ellen Vahab, Director 
and creator of the YAC expressed her deep gratitude for the generosity shown to her 
students, staff members and families. 

Student to student service is an important focus at Summit Private School.  Our children 
are so blessed with loving families, excellent education, fine arts, physical education and 
opportunities galore, but most importantly they are provided with service projects to 
develop Compassion, outstanding Character and Leadership skills. We are currently 
working on a service project with our Ensemble to play at Hospice by the Sea this Winter 
Holiday season.  

άCharacter formation cannot be taught. It comes from experience and not from 
explanationέ. -  Dr. Montessori 

 άI don't know what your destiny will be, but one thing I do know: the only ones among 
you who will be really happy are those who have sought and found how to serveέ.     
Albert Schweitzer 

From all of us at Summit Private School, may you have a Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving. 

Drs. John & Susan Mike 
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Upcoming Events 
♦ 11/30-12/4: Book Fair 

♦ 12/3: Parent Education 
Night 6:30-8:30 P.M. 
Topic: Language 

♦ 12/4: Pre-primary & 
Elementary: 12:00 P.M. 
Dismissal 

♦ 12/5: Toddler Holiday 
Program 10:00-12:00 
P.M. 

♦ 12/11: Pre-Primary & 
Elementary Progress 
Reports Issued 

♦ 12/14: Conferences: 
Pre-Primary & 
Elementary -Classrooms 
Closed 

♦ 12/17: Teacher's 
Luncheon 

♦ 12/17: Holiday Program 
at Olympic Heights 
Theater - Pre-Primary 
through Upper 
Elementary 6:00-8:00 
pm 5:30 seating 

♦ 12/18: Toddler Progress 
Reports Issued 

♦ 12/18: Last Day of 
School before Winter 
Break 

♦ 12/19-1/3: WINTER 
BREAK SCHOOL CLOSED 

♦ 1/4: Return to School 
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Welcome Dylan and Sky-Lynn, our newest friends in the classroom. Our class has grown 
since the beginning of the school year and our children are happy to welcome each new 
student.  November has gone by so quickly! We extend a special thanks to all parents for 
your support and participation during the Thanksgiving Day feast. The children were very 
excited to share their head bands with you and the rest of the school.   
Our class is very grateful for the new mulch added to toddler garden. We were also given a 
new water table for the toddlers to explore and we plan to visit more often throughout the 
week.  We are looking forward to our Toddler Program in the Park which will be held on 
December 12, 2009 from 9:30 to 11:30.  An email will sent out after the Thanksgiving break 
with all details.   Best wishes to you and your family for the break. Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 

Ms. April and Ms. Johanna 

 
 
 

 

Ms. Norma and Ms. Irene   

 

Ms. Cindy and Ms. Nena 
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Pre-Primary 

 

 
The girls in Ms. Cindy's class 

wearing their Thanksgiving Turkey 
T-shirts. 

 
The boys in Ms. Cindy's class 

wearing their Thanksgiving Turkey 
T-shirts. 

 

 
Giovanna from Ms. Lourdes' class. 

 
 
 

November has been a very busy month in our classroom.  We also made our άturkey shirtsέ 
which the children wore at the Thanksgiving Feast.  It was wonderful to see all the families at 
the Thanksgiving Feast ς as usual it was a lovely day with lots of great food.  Thank you to all 
the volunteers and cooks and a special thank you to Wendy and Martha for all their hard 
work in organizing this event. It is hard to believe but December is around the corner and we 
will soon be celebrating the holidays.  We will be having our gift exchange on Friday 11th 
December 2009.  Please look out for emails and notices giving further details.  We would like 
to take this opportunity of wishing everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving Day as well as Happy 
Holidays to all.    
 

 

Happy Thanksgiving!  I want to thank you for coming and sharing a beautiful morning 
with us on Wednesday.  The children really enjoyed it!  We have a new addition our 
classroom-Welcome Ella!  Christian Mamarella is back in school with us, "We missed 
you!"  I also thank you for all your help buying mulch and making our garden pretty.  The 
children are really enjoying it.  We get together there to read books, water the plants, go 
on nature walks and soon we will also be able to have picnics!  Thank you!!   

Ms. Lourdes and Ms. Shelley 
This is our beautiful Tree of Gratitude which we created at our Fall Party, and which we continue to embellish. For the Summit Feast, and 
in commemoration of Thanksgiving, the children thought of things that they were grateful for, and created leaves of gratitude for our tree.  
We were very sad to say goodbye to our dear friend and pet, Hunter. We spoke of the cycle of life, and thought of all the things we wanted 
to say to Hunter one last time, as we gathered in the garden and said our last good-byes. Ms. Jayne was so kind to create a beautiful 
headstone for Hunter. He has been laid to rest next to another one of our friends: Big. 

 
Wishing you a joyous Thanksgiving Holiday! 


