
April  2010  
Volume 2, Issue 6 

Summit Private School Newsletter 

Dear Summit Families, 
 
It has been a busy couple of months.  Dr. Mike and I have served in several capacities:  
on accreditation teams for AISF (Association for Independent Schools of Florida), on the 
Dais at the Montessori Model United Nations (MMUN), as participants at the annual 
AISF Conference.  We feel blessed to have these opportunities to learn and contribute to 
educational development for children here and abroad.  The MMUN served over 700 
students from Montessori schools all over the world, expanding to Mexico, China and 
Norway this year!  More Montessori teachers and administrators are getting involved in 
directing the committees, as Presidents and Vice Presidents, and the program is 
flourishing.  What we learn in our experiences off campus can only enhance the 
experience of our children on campus as we learn and grow as administrators and 
educators. 
We are so grateful to all of the parents, staff and students who participated in the recent 
visit with Tim Seldin.  So much was learned from the feedback and discussions during the 
various meetings and we have so much to gain by continuing on the path of creating a 
World Class Montessori School. We were moved by the commitment of the Summit 
community and the encouragement we received from so many of you.  Mr. SeldinΩs 
expertise and reassurance brought confirmations about the future excellence Summit 
can achieve. We look forward to the intensive Blueprint weekend April 9-11th to work 
with you, collectively as a community, including parents, students and staff, to solidify 
and clarify the vision of our next 25 years, having almost completed the first quarter of a 
century.  
For those who attended Tim SeldinΩs closing presentation you had a chance to hear from 
Gatlyn Ligon, a 6th grader who has attended Summit since she was 18 months old and 
her mother, Cindy. Gatlyn said άit was an honor to be a student at Summitέ and Cindy 
discussed the interview process at various private schools.  She expressed such gratitude 
and awe at her daughterΩs composure. She discussed GatlynΩs ability to turn a 
conversation with these intimidating men dressed in suits from, άare you good enough 
to come to our school and get the grades for the reputation of our schoolέ, to άis this 
school good enough for me and where I am going in my lifeέ. They focused on the grades 
and she focused on what type of service opportunities there were at the school sharing 
all of her experience in the area of service. Cindy stated these confident men were soon 
slumping over in their chairs with dropped jaws at Gatlyn. Both presentations brought 
tears to many eyes. If Summit can help produce a student like Gatlyn as we are, just 
think of the future possibilities with all of our students as we move forward.  
At the end of this month we are off to The American Montessori Conference with the 
lead teachers and some assistants.  We look forward to applying the knowledge learned 
to enriching the lives of our students and our Summit community.  Mark your calendars 
for the Elementary Science Fair, April 9th and Students for World Peace Day, April 22nd.  
These are very special events of the year that are enjoyed by all.  Have a wonderful 
Spring Break and we will see you back in early April! 
 
Gratefully yours, 

Drs. John & Susan Mike 
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Upcoming Events 
♦ 3/29-4/2:  SPRING 

BREAK-  SCHOOL 
CLOSED 

♦ 4/5: Easter Monday 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

♦ 4/6: Return to school 

♦ 4/15: Teachers' 
Luncheon:  11:30-1:30 
P.M. 

♦ 4/22: World Peace Day 
*All families welcome: 
school assembly* 

♦ 4:28-30: Pre-Testing- 
Kindergarten/ 
Elementary: IOWA 
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Tomatoes from our garden. 



  

We would like to thank all of our toddlerΩs parents for making our teacherΩs luncheon so fabulous. The food was 
delicious and the inspirational hearts for the teachers and staff were so special!  We are looking forward to 
spring and some nice warm weather.   The two toddler classes got together to sing songs and play with the 
parachute on the sports court. Two students from the Upper Elementary- Hannah and Gatlyn- helped us take 
pictures of the toddlers and fly the parachute.   Everyone had a blast!   In our class, we are happy to say that 
many of the children have learned the names of all of the planets and are enjoying learning about the solar 
system.  World Peace and Earth day is approaching, please be sure to bring in pennies to add our collection. 
Hope everyone has an enjoyable spring break! ~ Ms. April and Ms. Johanna 
 

 
 

Ms. April and Ms. Johanna 

 
 
 

 

Pre-Primary Classes 

 

Page 2 of 5           Classroom News         Summit School Newsletter
   
 

Toddlers 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The children have been very busy learning new lessons and our Kindergartners are preparing for their 
move into 1st Grade.  During the month of March we have several exciting happenings on our calendar.  
The teachers will be attending the annual AMS conference in Boston which we are very excited about.  
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our wonderful PTA for your generous contribution 
towards our trip to the AMS conferences.  Our lives and those of our students will be enhanced because 
of the new materials we will learn and bring back to share in the classroom.  We will also start our Spring 
Break during which time families will be celebrating Easter and Passover.  When we return the 
countdown begins till the end of the school year and our final work cycle. 
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March was a great month!  Recently we went on a field trip to the Miami Metro Zoo and as we were 
looking at the sun bears I commented on the markings on the bear, that they are like sun spots on a 
dark bear.  A short time later, one of the students asked me if the bear is okay because it is hurt.  When 
I asked why he thought the bear was hurt he said, "Because the bear is sunburned."  I then clarified 
that the bear's fur is the color of the sun, and the bear isn't sunburned.  Children are so innately 
compassionate and the gift of a Montessori education is that virtues such as compassion are nurtured.  
One of the virtues that the third graders had a chance to experience briefly was patience when the 
third grade overnight trip was postponed.  What a wonderful rite of passage, which the first and 
second graders are looking forward to when they reach that stage.  Some of the language and math 
lessons this month have included money, time fractions, story problems, dictionary research, 
compound words, verbs for the first graders, and abbreviations for the third graders.  Students also 
have worked on a variety of cultural areas-some focusing on continent study of North America, South 
America and Africa, parts of the flower, parts of horses, birds, and reptiles, the fundamental needs of 
the Greeks, and the invertebrate study of echinoderms, platyhelminths, and mollusks plus individual 
research projects.  The room buzzes with the quiet focused concentration of children willing and loving 
to learn.  Our fun cooking project that the children chose was to make shamrock shaped green rice 
crispy cookies with a green drink.  Choosing the cooking project was conducted during a class meeting 
with suggestions made passing the talking stick and then individually they picked their top two choices.  
The winner was chosen by tallying the votes. 

Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Stephanie 
 

Ms. Margy and Ms. Deirdre 
x 

 
 
 

Our class has had a very productive and fun March.  The students have been 
working hard on mastering lessons and their thirst for learning new concepts 
never seems to end.  Our field trip this month was to the Miami Metro Zoo, 
which is my favorite because I love to feed the giraffes.  After our bus being late 
and getting lost, we had a fun afternoon of animal watching.  Many of us 
enjoyed the Amazon exhibit, where the frogs and toads donΩt even look real. 
(You had to watch very closely to see them breathing!)  At the end of the 
month, we had a cooking lesson presented by Susan Stone.  The students enjoy 
the parents coming in and especially like lessons they can eat.  Thank you to all 
of the parents who have or will be presenting cooking lessons to the class.  
Stephanie and I appreciate the extra help.   ~Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Stephanie 
 

SUMMIT MONTESSORI 
P.T.A. 

 
President - Kim Mareira 

(kmareira@aol.com); Vice 
President - Betsy Silverfine 
(bsilverfine@comcast.net); 
Treasurer - Marjorie Wessel 

(Marjorie.wessel@gmail.com); 
and Secretary - Suzanne 

Materia 
(suzymateria@gmail.com). 

 



  

 
 

As always, we have come back from the AMS Conference enlightened, rejuvenated and 
enthused.  Our trip to Boston was certainly fun and informative.  We even got to see some 
snow!!  We have attached some photos of the Science Fair which was a resounding 
success.  We thank all of the children and parents who worked so diligently to make this a 
very exciting day.  We are always astounded at the broad spectrum of projects and about just 
how much we adults don't know.  The Blueprint Project went very smoothly and it was 
wonderful that everyone could follow the progress through the use of technology. We still 
have some big days coming up before the summer including Peace Day, the Iowa Test of Basic 
Skills and, of course, Field Day.  Enjoy the beautiful weather.  Miss Ann and Miss Maria 

 

Ms. Ann and Ms. Maria 
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Overnight Camping Trip 

 
Niahm and Sigi 

 
Alexandra, Tessa, Ms. Deirdre and Martina 

 
Tessa, Ms. Deirdre, Martina, Gatyln, Ms. Ann, 

Alexandra, Caitlyn and Amy  

 
Aaron, Evan, Darren, Spencer, Dylan, Jacob, Nick 

and Jordan 

 
Alexander, Ryan and Jun 

Mr. Sesame, Ms. Angela and Ms. Giulia 
It has been a busy month and Spring Break if right around the corner.  Our 
overnight camping trip was a huge success even with the cold spell.  We went 
canoeing, tubing, played the Indian Spirit game and even made beautiful Dream 
Catchers.  The children had a great time.  In addition, we visited the Florida Sugars 
and learned how rice and sugar are both processed and packaged.  The sixth 
graders have been working on their community service project at Twin Palms and 
in April on Global Youth Service Day they will begin the next phase of their project.  
They are also working on grants to continue the work after they leave.   Check out 
the before and after pics!   Mr. Sesame, Ms. Angela and Ms. Giulia   

 

 

 
 




